
CHAPTER 2 JOSHUA 2

TRAITORS AND PROSTITUTES FIRST
Jesus must have startled people when He declared that publicans and harlots would go into the 

Kingdom of God before the chief priests and elders of the people.1 Publicans were hated 

thieving traitors who collected taxes for the Romans. Harlots were shameless merchants of 

immorality. The priests and elders of whom Jesus spoke were outwardly very righteous, but 

they refused to yield to the authority of Jesus, and they scoffed at the ministry of the one Jesus 

honored as "the greatest prophet born of women."2 

I wonder, as He compared people who were so super righteous with such notorious sinners, if 

Jesus was thinking of the prostitute Rahab. There must have been any number of proud, self-

proclaimed good people in Rahab's Jericho, but they didn't believe in the true God, and they 

regarded His emissaries as enemies. They chose to be destroyed by resisting God's invasion. 

The only one saved was this repentant whore (and her family).

Amazingly, not only was Rahab's life spared, but she became a very famous person. Her igno-

rant faith had produced a pack of lies, but the New Testament says that she was justified by 

her works.3 She was included in the Roll Call of Heroes in the book of Hebrews.4 And, great-

est of all, she got into the Royal Line that brought forth David--and Christ Himself.5 

Self-righteous people do not like to hear about people like Rahab--immoral turncoat foreign-

ers, who lie like troopers--being preferred by the God they suppose they emulate.
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TRAITORS AND PROSTITUTES FIRST
Self-righteous people are usually good churchgoers. People like Rahab are more apt to be 

found in taverns and brothels.

Self-righteous people make a show of their religion, and like to pray in front of people. Cheat-

ers and prostitutes are most likely reluctant to go to church, and when they pray or read the 

Bible, it will probably be in secret--they don't want to be hypocrites.

Dishonest and immoral people are despised and rejected. Self-righteous people are often 

greatly admired, if by no one else, at least by themselves!

People who earn their living by evil means may seem callous, but they typically think of 

themselves as bad people. Self-righteous people think of themselves as good people, but 

inwardly they are "full of dead men's bones."6 

Jesus spoke plainly about Kingdom order, and who gets priority. Thank God for Jesus!
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SEEING WHAT GOD SEES
SEEING WHAT GOD SEES

Immoral, dishonest, disloyal, the Canaanite Rahab is nevertheless one of the most remarkable 

characters in all the Bible. Everybody else in town is absolutely terrified by the reputation of 

Israel's advancing army; their hearts melt with fear; every vestige of courage has drained 

away; Rahab alone finds refuge in faith.7

She believes the God of the spies is the true God. And is it this--the joy and peace and confi-

dence of her new-found faith--that--somehow--causes the king of Jericho to trust her? What is 

there about this woman that gives her such amazing credibility?! The spies, too, have confi-

dence in her word, and in her judgment. They base their eagerly optimistic report to Joshua on 

what she tells them.8

The meaning of Rahab's name (breadth, room in any/every direction) suggests freedom. In the 

past, she was bound to exploit men such as these. Now she is free to safeguard their lives--and 

their integrity: relating to them only together, and going up to their sleeping area only "before 

they were laid down."9 There is no hint of beguiling; she readily submits to their terms of con-

ditional immunity.10 

We can speculate about Rahab's outward appearance, but we know the spies saw something 

else. They saw what God sees.11 
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