
CHAPTER 3 JOSHUA 3

FOLLOW THE ARK!
This third chapter of Joshua, with its account of the crossing of Jordan--the subject of this 

chapter is not Jordan. This chapter was written to tell us about the Ark of the Covenant. In 17 

verses it is mentioned 14 times! We need to know all we can about God's Ark, where it goes, 

and how, and why--and when. These things were "written for our admonition, upon whom the 

ends of the world are come."1 

The Ark symbolizes God's presence, and contained the Tablets of Stone, His Word. God's peo-

ple were not to go where it didn't! You remember what happened at Kadesh, when they tried 

to defeat their enemies without the presence of God, or His appointed leader.

Some people seem to think that's all that matters, only the presence of God: "It's just me and 

Jesus," and no need is felt for any human leadership. Ironically, in this very chapter where the 

Ark of God is so strongly emphasized, it is just here that human leadership is also firmly 

established. God "magnified" Joshua before the people, in the same way He did with Moses--

and does now.

It was Joshua's responsibility to know where the presence of God was going, and to teach the 

people how to follow. "Don't get too close to the Ark," Joshua commanded. He knew it was 

not some kind of existential experience of the Ark's aura the people needed. There were as 
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many as 2 or 3 million of them. They needed to stay back far enough so the Ark could be seen. 

That was the key: not just feeling, but knowing.

They had not gone this way before. In the desert, it was the way of human effort, of trying to 

make things happen. Attacking Kadesh, demanding meat, striking the rock to produce water 

when God had said to simply speak--that was the sin that killed Moses.2  But the new way was 

to just follow the Lord. He would part the water. He would fight for them. No sweat. Only 

obey.

How effortlessly the Jordan divided before them! When the feet of the priests carrying the Ark 

barely touched the water, it "stood and rose up upon an heap"--20 or 30 miles away. They 

could cross safely, without the visible threat of that massive wall of water. The defeat of those 

7 evil nations would be as painless.

This new way of rest is the one that still remains for the people of God.3 
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Whatever became of the Ark of the Covenant--or, for that matter, the descendants of those 

whose sacred duty it was to bear the Ark? Its presence was the continuing assurance "that the 

living God is among you," and that He is delivering His people.4  Which of us would want to 

give that up?

Yet there came a time when the Ark was gone, just as the prophet declared. They would not 

miss it; they would look to Jerusalem for "the throne of the Lord."5 

But all these things--the Ark, the Levites, Jerusalem--are mere foreshadows, wonderful illus-

trations of what God had in mind from the very beginning: His dwelling place would be 

within His people,6  every one of them would be a priest7 --and there would be a new Jerusa-

lem! 8

When the Levitical priesthood was established, their office was clear: they were to carry the 

Ark (containing the stone tablets of God's Word), minister unto the Lord, and bless in His 

name.9 

The new priests carry the Word of God, but they are impregnated with it (they are called "liv-

ing stones!"). They bless in God's name, Peter tells, when they "shew forth" His praises.10 
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