
CHAPTER 5 JOSHUA 5:1-12

MEET ME AT GILGAL
Have you been to Gilgal? That's where God commanded Joshua to circumcise all the males of 

Israel, and announced, "This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you." 

Now, even if we have little interest in trying to grasp the spiritual significance of circumci-

sion, we are certainly interested in having our reproach taken away! That Joshua incapacitated 

his entire army in enemy territory is a curious historical incident, but what does that mean to 

us? The fact that this rite is somehow associated with the wholesale removal of an entire 

nation's disgrace, we who live in the most guilt-ridden nation in the history of the world, we 

care about that.

Moses had led God's people out of Egypt forty years earlier, but they still bore its stigma. He 

got them out of Egypt, but he couldn't get Egypt out of them. They refused to obey God, 

rejected Him, and in their hearts turned back to Egypt.1  Spiritual babies, God indulged their 

every need, and His grace was extended almost beyond measure. But now, there is no more 

manna. They would eat the food of the New Land of spiritual maturity. The reproach is rolled 

away; Egypt is out!

The future of the Church depends entirely on her following the exact patterns perfectly laid 

out in the Scriptures. But what is the pattern for us in this matter of circumcision? To know 

that we must look to the New Testament.
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MEET ME AT GILGAL
When it was instituted, circumcision was explained as a sign of the Covenant that God estab-

lished with His people.2  However, Paul shows us that true circumcision is "of the heart, in the 

spirit."3  That outward mark was only a type or shadow; what really counts, he clarifies, is 

keeping God's commands.4  Cutting off the sinful nature, that's the issue.

But how is that accomplished? It is with "the circumcision done by Christ" at the Cross, Paul 

reveals.5 

At Gilgal, there must first be a circumcision before there can be a celebration. It is the same 

order for us. There is no feast of acceptance and fellowship at the Table of the Lord without 

coming to the Cross for the cutting away of rebellion and false worship and all envy and long-

ing for the world. No Cross, no communion. Oh, that we might yield to the circumcision of 

the Cross in every temptation to return to the captivity of sin.
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ASKING THE WRONG QUESTION
ASKING THE WRONG QUESTION

The Bible gives us a fascinating account of the appearing of "the Captain of the Lord's host" to 

Joshua before he launched his attack against Jericho. "And Joshua went up to Him and said, 

'Are you for us or for our enemies?' And He said, 'No!'"6 

Wrong question. When God confronts us, there is only one consideration. Joshua's second 

question is a better one. "What do You want to say to me, Lord?"7 

The issue is submission. It is always submission. And our submission to the Lord cannot be an 

ethereal emotional feeling in a religious vacuum, in a Sunday compartment of life. It has to 

stand the "seven-day" test of Jericho. It has to be concrete.

And it has to be complete. Partial submission is not submission. God insists upon uncondi-

tional surrender. No negotiations. No bargaining. No equivocating. How many times have 

people attempted to strike a deal with God! God is not signing contracts. He is the creator and 

sustainer of the universe; He has imposed His covenant upon us.8 

Our submission to God must be central. It is the one great governing principle that must rule 

over all that we have, all that we are. It is not a suggestion. The Lord demands it.
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