
CHAPTER 6 JOSHUA 6

THE GIFT OF JERICHO
Strange strategy, but no one ever won a battle more decisively than the Battle of Jericho. And, 

if such things were recorded for our benefit,1  what can we learn at Jericho that will make us 

more effective soldiers for Jesus Christ?

Our battles seem so different than this. Priests blowing trumpets. A silent army circling a 

walled city once a day for 7 days, and then 7 times around on the 7th day--strange indeed. 

After the final circuit, a great shouting. Walls collapse. The army sweeps through the city, kills 

every living thing, and reduces the ruins to ashes. What is there in all of this for us?

Whatever else it means, Jericho teaches us that spiritual warfare involves a lot of obedience 

without understanding. Think of Job. God never did explain to him what his struggle was all 

about.

Another thing this famous battle can teach us is that there is a time to be silent and a time to 

shout. Oddly, modern Christians seem to opt for one or the other. Justifying it as "differences 

in personality," it even dictates where people attend church!

Yet another lesson from Jericho: spiritual warfare is mostly waiting. Trusting, believing, hold-

ing steady--waiting. And in James, the "headquarters" text for our war against sickness, two 

examples are given (not just Elijah),2  and 9 times in 4 verses we are counseled patience.3 
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THE GIFT OF JERICHO
Perhaps the greatest thing we can learn from Jericho is how to get out of the "ability business." 

God is not surprised by our spiritual failures, nor should we be. If marching around Jericho 13 

times was not enough to teach hopelessness, I don't know what it would take. Only God can 

topple the walls His people confront.

Seven priests, 7 trumpets, 7 days, and 7 times around on the 7th day--don't forget the signifi-

cance of the number 7 in Scripture. Spiritual battle deals in absolutes: total inability on our 

part, complete dependence upon God, thorough destruction of every Jericho in our lives, no 

slightest compromise with evil, no coalition with unrighteousness.

The Bible Speaks in several places of warfare by prophecy.4  At Jericho there is a marvelous 

illustration of the power of prophecy. Joshua's curse on anyone who would presume to rebuild 

Jericho reached across more than 4 centuries!

Thank God for the gift of Jericho.
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JERICHO SAINTS SHOUT FIRST
JERICHO SAINTS SHOUT FIRST

Every fortification that hell can assemble against God's people is only temporary. They may 

seem impenetrable, but they are destined to crumble, every one of them. It's just a matter of 

time, and the devil knows it. He's furious,5  but there's nothing he can do about it. He rages 

and bluffs, but behind his wall of pretended strength he trembles, because, though he's the 

father of lies,6  he knows the truth: there is only one God.7 

The enemies of the Lord hole up in terror; they dare not emerge; they await their inevitable 

doom.8  Faith can easily defeat them. Demons are cast out with the mere finger of God.9 

There is no real contest for humble and obedient Christian soldiers. They need not wail and 

frustrate themselves as the prophets of Baal.10  The devil literally runs from them when they 

resist him by submitting and drawing near to God.11 

Satan barks loudly and Scripturally ignorant saints are intimidated, but he is the one they will 

soon "narrowly look upon,"12  and marvel that their courage was so impoverished. God's gift 

of faith works. Trumpets and shouting did not wait to celebrate the fall of Jericho, they caused 

it!13 
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