
CHAPTER 7 JOSHUA 7

WHEN GOD IS NOT THERE ANYMORE
That one sin of one man could be the reason for the defeat of an entire nation--it is all but 

unbelievable. And yet, that's what the Bible tells us about Achan. Does that mean that a 

church, too, will fail if one of its members sins? Well, it is certainly true that the health of an 

entire body is greatly affected by the condition of any of its parts. But there was a lot of sin in 

Israel in Achan's day. There was a lot of sin because there were a lot of people! And not one of 

them perfectly kept the Law of God. The issue in this story is not that Achan sinned, but that it 

was a particular kind of sin. Achan stole some things that had been devoted to God.

If someone steals from the offering basket at church, is that the modern equivalent of Achan's 

sin? Is it refusing to tithe, or if I send my tithe away, not "bringing it in to the storehouse"--is 

that Achan's sin? Stealing is a serious sin, and Malachi tells us that the result of robbing God's 

tithes and offerings is terrifying: "cursed with a curse."1  But Achan's sin is even more serious.

Achan caused the death of many people, including his own wife and children. What he did 

drained the heart out of his nation, and buckled the knees of its leadership. It brought the 

fierce anger of God down upon them, and threatened to withdraw them from the very presence 

and blessing of God permanently.

What was it that Achan did when he "committed a trespass in the accursed thing?" God per-

mitted spoils of conquest at other times. And Americans, who value individualism so highly, 
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WHEN GOD IS NOT THERE ANYMORE
may find it almost incomprehensible, but Achan ended up in the Valley of Achor (i.e. Trou-

ble) because he acted independently, "not discerning"--in New Testament language--"the 

Lord's body."2  Achan confessed, "I have sinned," but God had a totally different view. God 

declared, "Israel hath sinned." The part stands for the whole. God regards an independent 

spirit as rebellion, and He equates rebellion with witchcraft!3  Achan's actions involved the 

very essence of sin itself.

The remedy for Achan's sin is absolute obliteration. Achan and anything even remotely 

related to him had to be stoned, burned and covered over--with "a great heap of stones," so we 

don't forget. God is serious. What He may permit in the Wilderness, He will not tolerate in 

Canaan. And if we insist upon simply "bandaging cancer," then "neither will I be with you any 

more."
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THE GOOD VALLEY OF TROUBLE
THE GOOD VALLEY OF TROUBLE

The Valley of Trouble is good. It was good for Achan; it is good for us. Yes, he was executed 

there, he and his entire family, but in the process they cleansed themselves, established justice, 

brought glory to God, and turned the Lord's fierce anger from an entire nation.4  Achan's val-

ley was severe and dreadful, but it was probably--though he may not have felt so at the time--

the best thing that ever happened to him. Think of the eternal consequences if Achan's treach-

ery had not been exposed, and he had not received the trouble he caused.

It is hard for us to visualize trouble as anything but bad. The Word of God, however, speaks of 

this valley as both a place to rest,5  and a door of hope--"she shall sing there!"6  Sing indeed: 

"The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether."7 

The hand of God that "presseth me sore"8  is the same hand from which no one may ever seize 

us.9  There is wonderful security in that blessed hand, for faithful discipline is a mark of His 

love,10  love that never fails, or ever ceases.

Maybe Achan did not "rest in hope"11  in his Valley of Trouble, but he could have, and so can 

we.
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