
CHAPTER 8 JOSHUA 8

PATTERN FOR VICTORY
It is a strong comfort to know that the unchanging God who gave His people such a sweeping 

victory at Ai, is no less interested in our battles today. That great event can teach us a lot about 

the victory God provides. And what could be more important or helpful?1  Let's look.

The battle plan at Ai was divinely preconceived, down to the smallest detail (as was the wor-

ship service afterwards2). It was not something Joshua had to figure out, or just "play by ear." 

Even the spear that signaled the ambush and served as a spiritual energizer for the warriors, 

God ordered that. Joshua had only to hear and to obey. Success waits for just that simplicity.

We are prone today to place strong emphasis on the importance of the individual. We tend to 

read the Bible quite selfishly, and may perhaps carelessly find application only for ourselves 

in passages that are--really--quite meaningless apart from the church. The victory at Ai was a 

corporate victory.

The church is baptized in the fire;3  it can't live in the smoke! If we settle for less than the vic-

tory portrayed at Ai, we will not have victory at all. "They let none of them remain or escape." 

God demands that attitude toward territory Satan has occupied. If every trace of a cancer is not 

removed, it will grow right back. The victory at Ai was an absolute victory.
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PATTERN FOR VICTORY
After the city had been totally obliterated, Joshua reinforced for God's people the basis for 

their victory. Together they attended to that without which there is never victory: worship, the 

Word of God, and one other thing.

They built an altar exactly as God had instructed, with stones He Himself had cut. They wor-

shipped--and not only spontaneously--but according to the pattern they had been given by 

God.

It is all but staggering to realize the place that the Scripture had in the lives of these people. 

The amount of time that was spent in the public copying and reading of it was tremendous. 

Small wonder that they prevailed so gloriously.

The other thing: There was a clear understanding that victorious day of the Covenant God has 

imposed on His people. The Ark of that Covenant, which spoke of God's presence, and con-

tained symbols of His Law and His power, was always central. No Ark of the Covenant, no 

victory.

Covenant people are like jars set aside for the Temple, sanctified for God. They were only for 

Him. Are we only for Him?
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THEREFORE CHOOSE LIFE
THEREFORE CHOOSE LIFE

What a day of worship it must have been.4  See the altar, built with those God-cut stones, the 

offerings, the eating and rejoicing, the placarding of the Word of the Lord. Six tribes stood on 

the slopes of one mountain, six on the other, with the Levites in the valley between. As the 

priests loudly recited God's solemn cursings and blessings, all the people responded antipho-

nally, and their amens echoed back and forth across the great amphitheater.

Much popular religion seems to know nothing of such beautifully sound and holy posture and 

balance. It concerns itself primarily--think about it--with God's warnings and punishments, or 

with His commendation and rewards. We are repeatedly shown both throughout Scripture, and 

clearly commanded to fear as well as to love God. To emphasize one above the other is to 

preach "another gospel," and serve a false god.5 

The cursings of Mt. Ebal or the blessings of Mt. Gerizim--the worshippers God is seeking are 

not situated in either place. His new covenant priests stand well between, with the Ark, exalt-

ing God in spirit and in truth.6  That's where there is revelation; that's where Jesus is.7
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