
CHAPTER 9 JOSHUA 9

DANGEROUS AUTHORITY
God has delegated tremendous authority to His people. We know that must be true--Jesus 

Himself said it --but we can hardly believe it. Jesus startles us by speaking of our actually hav-

ing power to remit and retain sin,1  to move mountains,2  and of whatever we bind or loose 

being confirmed in Heaven!3  He left word concerning our access to "the keys of the Kingdom 

of Heaven,"4  and about the Heavenly Father granting any agreeing two of us whatever we 

ask.5  It is hard to grasp such a doctrine. All of the New Testament doctrines are like that. 

They are too profound, too lofty, too perfect. We need help even to perceive them. And that is 

one reason God gave us the Old Testament. It is here we find these doctrines in their most sim-

ple, most fundamental form. And here are the wonderful illustrative stories that open the win-

dows of our understanding.

Paul tells us we are "workers together with Christ."6  An ambassador must be in constant com-

munication with his government, without which he would not dare to act. This 9th chapter of 

Joshua shows us what happens when God's people presumptuously use His name without first 

seeking His counsel.

Relying only upon his own cursory judgment, Joshua foolishly extended God's Covenant to 

the Gibeonites, exposing his people to every kind of corruption, and locking Israel into a hea-

then alliance that would still be costing them 3 centuries later.7 
“First Rest - Then Victory” 25



DANGEROUS AUTHORITY
What Joshua and the princes of Israel did--impatiently exercise the authority of God's name--

is very serious. "Above all things" don't do that, we are warned.8  It put the congregation in 

terrible danger, for they murmured against the leaders; the sin of Korah, that flirts with death.9 

The oath that Joshua so quickly gave the Gibeonites granted them immediate immunity,10  

released stones from heaven, arrested the sun and moon, and wiped out five nations of their 

enemies.11  It provided a place, later, for the Ark of the Covenant to rest when it was released 

by the Philistines.12  It caused the execution of 7 of Saul's "sons," and permitted the Gibeo-

nites, after 700 years, to be included among those chosen to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.13  

An oath before the Lord is powerful stuff. It was then; it is now.

If we will hear it, Joshua's failure can speak to us. God grants His children the privilege of act-

ing in His name, but He never intended that authority to be separated from His counsel. It is 

only independent authority that is dangerous.
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THE GIBEON MODEL
THE GIBEON MODEL

It is normal to be afraid when God manifests Himself in great power and glory, when He 

invades that territory occupied in rebellion against Him.  But how people employ that fear 

determines whether they will be ally or alien, His friend or His foe. It is not essentially differ-

ent now than it was in the conquest of Canaan. For the issue is not Joshua, but what God has 

sovereignly determined.

Those who genuinely fear God will either fight or follow Him. The Gibeonites, though their 

neighbors all agreed to resist God, schemed for peace,14  doing just what we must do. It is the 

only thing that will avail. They came helplessly, without options, in the boldness of despera-

tion. Representing themselves as eligible for mercy, they said they lived "very far off."15 

Isn't that exactly our claim? We were "strangers from the covenants of promise, having no 

hope;"16  as worthy of destruction as any Gibeonite. But our Joshua received us at His table, 

extended His eternal Covenant, and counted us as citizens that live beyond the borders of 

God's wrath. We were willing to be His slaves,17  but he numbered us among the nobility of 

Heaven, and called us His friends.18 
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