
CHAPTER 10 JOSHUA 10

BEST HELP FOR THE WORST PEOPLE
Sometimes something quite complex can be understood more easily if we look first at its 

shadow. Without the "distractions" of color and detail, the very simplicity of a shadow can 

bring insight. The shadows and types and illustrations of the Old Testament are only elemen-

tary representations of the great New Testament truths, but as with maps, we would be often 

lost without them.

Just as Jesus Himself is a kind of "man-sized" picture of God, so we see Jesus by looking at 

Joshua. And the condemned, deceiving Gibeonites portrayed in the Book of Joshua--can you 

see it?--they are like us.

We can surely identify with these Gibeonites when they were threatened by their former allies, 

who were furious that they had "made peace with Israel." Though they were a great city with a 

mighty army, they were no match for five armies. They knew nothing of the modern foolish-

ness of supposing it is an expression of faith to never admit need. They called for help.

And the Gibeonites knew where to turn for help. (The church of Jesus Christ is so beautifully 

prefigured here!) "The Lord fought for Israel," and "hearkened unto the voice" of their Joshua. 

If we are in trouble, and need extraordinary help, these ancient Gibeonites point the way.
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BEST HELP FOR THE WORST PEOPLE
Do we understand how to qualify for God's miraculous help? The Gibeonites did. They had 

exercised the "beginning of wisdom" by fearing God1  and making a league with His people. 

And though they were in servitude, they were in! And God was now committed to them. 

When someone touches any of God's servants, God takes it very personally.

It was immaterial that the Gibeonites were merely "hewers of wood and drawers of water."2  

Joshua had extended the Covenant to them, and with it, all its provisions. They were covered, 

and they knew it. Do we know as much?

The Gibeonites knew something else they can teach our generation. They understood the dif-

ference between fact and feelings. Only vassals, they may have felt totally unworthy of help 

from God's army. But they called for it quite bolding, because the Covenant is a fact, and feel-

ings are, well, just feelings.

Perhaps the most encouraging thing for us in this story of the Gibeonites is the amount of help 

they received. Joshua brought the entire army with him, including "all the mighty men of 

valor." God's best help is for the least one in His kingdom.
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REST ASSURED

What an indescribable rest there is in knowing we are safe, that God will never withdraw His 

protection and presence from us!3  The Covenant He has extended to us, like His gifts and 

calling, is irrevocable.4  It is hard to get discouraged, and impossible to lose when the God 

who cannot lie5  promises victory before the battle even begins.6 

It is true that to be in league with God is to inherit His enemies, to incur all the hatred reserved 

for Him, and to be attacked on all sides. It is equally true that God takes the responsibility for 

that. Our enemies are closer and more fierce than those of the Old Covenant, but the formula, 

the basic principle is the same. It is up to us merely to stand firm and be still.7  Whatever fight-

ing there is to be done, He'll do it.8  He knows how to throw enemies into confusion before they

even get to us,9  and to so deal with them that, when He's finished, there'll be not so much as a 

critical word against us.10 

Covenant victory is total, unconditional, unencumbered victory; no survivors, no prisoners.11  

Everything within us that is in opposition to God's Kingdom, every enemy of our soul has to 

go. That's a promise. That's a Covenant promise.
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