
CHAPTER 11 JOSHUA 11

DON'T CHOKE ON JOSHUA 11:20
Modern Christians consume a lot of spiritual junk food. It is packaged attractively, delight-

fully "tasty," and very popular, but it does not edify (build us up). The sustenance we need is 

Scripture, and not just a little motto verse now and then--skim milk to tide us over--but a 

good, daily solid, balanced diet of the Word of God; large, healthy portions, well masticated 

and digested. Strong meat for strong Christians.1 

We may find it tough at first, but Joshua 11:20 is rich in nutrients. This is the verse that speaks 

of God hardening the hearts of the Canaanites, "that He might destroy them utterly."

There is great encouragement in knowing we serve a God who is all-powerful, who can not 

only wipe the wicked off the face of the earth at will, but control exactly, even the thoughts 

and intents of their hearts.2 

There is great reassurance in this verse about the promises of God: He keeps them! And 

though it has been decades since God reminded Moses He would destroy the evil Canaanites, 

He did not forget. God remembers.

This verse helps us remember the terror and certainly of judgment, so that "we may serve God 

acceptably with reverence and godly fear: for our God is as consuming fire."3 
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When we consider the long-suffering of God, there is great comfort in this text. God told 

Abraham He would wait to destroy the Canaanites until the cup of their iniquity was full.4  He 

waited for seven centuries! Our God is a patient God.

He is a merciful God. We can see that in this verse, too. God did not require His people to 

massacre unresisting innocent people. (Think what an enormously difficult and demoralizing 

task that would have been.) As for the incurably vile Canaanites, their execution was inevita-

ble. It would have been no kindness to prolong their infecting of the world.

The vindication of the righteous is clearly shown in this verse. The earth is the Lord's.5  The 

heathen occupying Canaan had absolutely forfeited any claim to this land. Justice triumphs 

here.

And there is something of the magnitude of God's grace in this verse. It is in the awful punish-

ment of the wicked that we see the contrasting reward of the righteous. No one has a claim 

upon God; only His infinite grace could number any of us among His chosen people.

There is good solid nourishment in Joshua 11:20. Chew well.
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When we encounter a seemingly difficult passage in the Bible, such as Joshua 11:20, the first 

step must not be an attempt to explain--or even understand it. The initial and most fundamen-

tal thing is to simply receive and whole-heartedly believe it. The ability to comprehend and to 

teach the Scripture has more to do with the gift of God than anything else, and comes readily 

to the one who is humbly committed to the unerring authenticity of His Word, and who 

"abides in Him."6  When we walk with Jesus, he opens our eyes, the Scripture and our under-

standing.7  He does.

The text at hand is not an obscure one. What is said here can be found throughout the Bible. 

The Lord respects Abel's offering, but not Cain's,8  He flushes the wicked from the earth,9  

loves Jacob, but hates Esau,10  hardens Pharaoh's heart,11  sends Isaiah to preach to people 

whose eyes and ears He has already closed,12  ordains people to either eternal life or condem-

nation,13  proclaims vengeance and judgment14 --the severity of God is as certain as His good-

ness.15  The Bible is replete with both.

We have no obligation to defend God. The opinions of men are of no moment or threat to 

Him. He is the Lord of all; He does as He will.
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