
CHAPTER 12 JOSHUA 12

PHILOSOPHY OR HISTORY -- CHOOSE
Real kings really died. This twelfth chapter of Joshua is a list of actual evil kings who were 

justly put to death--executed exactly as it was pre-written they would be. This is not a fictional 

account to be just spiritualized and served up as a clever allegory to prop up our religious 

beliefs. This is history.

Now, Joshua's destruction of these doomed Canaan kings is an excellent illustration of the tri-

umph of our Joshua who, as King of kings and Lord of lords invites us to "the supper of the 

great God; that ye may eat the flesh of kings."1  But the point is that this illustration is a series 

of real historical events, and not mere ideas.

That is one of the beautiful differences between Christianity and the religions of man. It is one 

great thing that separates the real from the counterfeit. The religions of man are based in phi-

losophy, in what is thought; Christianity is based in history, in what has happened.

The roots of Christianity are in the rich data of the old Testament and come into full bloom in 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ. "We have not followed cunningly devised fables;"2  the resur-

rection is one of the most solidly documented facts of history. Certainly there is no ancient 

incident more completely or widely evidenced than the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. 

People saw Him by the hundreds after His resurrection, and countless details of those events 

were recorded in Scripture, some of them centuries before they happened!
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PHILOSOPHY OR HISTORY -- CHOOSE
The philosophies of many of man's religions sound quite plausible in their explanation of the 

universe, and their reasonings about our existence and behavior. Some of these thought sys-

tems are very complex and brilliantly imaginative, and they appeal to the proud and gullible. 

But expecting ultimate reality in the philosophies of man is like searching for a black cat in a 

darkened room at midnight--and the cat isn't there.

Christianity is a factual faith, and not just an experience-centered belief. We need to know 

that.  Our ranks have been infiltrated by traitors who glory in "explanations." Jesus did not 

feed the multitude, it was kind of a psychological manipulation, they say. He just made them 

feel as though they had been fed. "Yes," a simple Believer quipped, "and then they gathered 

up twelve baskets full of psychology afterwards!"3 
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GOD IS GREATER THAN HISTORY
GOD IS GREATER THAN HISTORY

The Bible is no mere history book, but its teachings are woven clearly and beautifully into the 

tapestry of history.4  And this fabric is as closely knit as it is without flaw. The Scriptures are 

no miscellaneous collection of random thoughts gathered together by chance. They are a per-

fectly ordered, marvelously multicolored revelation of the unfathomable mind of God.

The events of history unfold and are compacted, individuals and things appear and recede, 

thoughts and actions occur and have their effect, all exactly as ordained.5  There are no acci-

dents, no circumstances unforeseen to God.

History has meaning and purpose because the only wise God sits at the apex of eternity, view-

ing and governing, simultaneously, all past, present and future.6  Nothing that has ever hap-

pened or will happen is early or late,7  muted or amplified beyond divine intention 

(irrespective of what our petty, temporal perception may tell us). He really is the Lord God 

Almighty.

God's sovereignty is not determined by man's believing,8  behaving,9  or understanding.10  He 

is not held hostage to our sometimes wicked, and often capricious will. How grateful we may 

be for that! History reflects the Lord.11 
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