
CHAPTER 13 JOSHUA 13:1-2

IS THE BIBLE CONTRADICTORY?
The book of Joshua contains what seems to be a strong contradiction. The land that is spoken 

of in the eleventh chapter as having been completely  conquered, is described in the thirteenth 

chapter as an absolutely unsubdued land. It's a problem not unlike the one postured by 

Hebrews 2:8, where we are told in the most forceful language that God has not exempted any-

thing from being under the foot of man. And then the text says, "But now we see not yet all 

things put under him."

"But we see Jesus," it states immediately. Jesus Himself, however, presents us with the very 

same dilemma. In His last recorded prayer on earth He ways, " I have finished the work."1  Yet 

Paul tells us later that Jesus "will finish the work."2 

Obviously, there is a difference between the Finished Work and the Unfinished Work. And 

that is why the Scriptures can speak repeatedly of the sufferings of Christ being final, "once 

for all,"3  and still command us to "fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ."4 

Grammarians use a word unfamiliar to many of us: antinomy. It's a good word, the under-

standing of which would resolve many doctrinal struggles. When honest, thorough inquiry 

reveals the existence of two parallel truths seemingly irreconcilable, yet both undeniable, we 

have an antinomy. Let it be. Early Christians spoke easily of things often fought over today. In 
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IS THE BIBLE CONTRADICTORY?
Acts 2:23--in less than one sentence!--an understanding of both God's Sovereignty and Man's 

Responsibility is assumed.5 

The New Testament is rich in antinomy. For example: You were reconciled; you need to be 

reconciled.6  You are clean; you need to be washed.7  Jesus did perfect those who are being 

perfected.8  He dealt with sin completely and finally, but we must still deal with it, even to the 

remitting or retaining of it.9  We are to work out our own salvation, yet the willing and doing 

are God's work.10 

Jesus could say, in His last words on the Cross, "It is finished."10  And Joshua could die with 

the same satisfaction, because what he did in Canaan was complete. "The land that yet 

remaineth to be possessed" was something else; the same geography, but a different ministry.

When Christ called Lazarus from the dead, he came forth fully alive. The disciples were told 

to set him free, "loose him, and let him go."12  But that was something else.
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A GREATER INHERITANCE
A GREATER INHERITANCE

JOSHUA 13

"God was their inheritance."13  Well, that is certainly better than real estate! The Levi tribe 

was chosen "to come near" to the Lord, to minister unto Him."14  They had other responsibili-

ties that involved people, but the primary duty of Levites--particularly priests--was to be 

before the Lord.

It's beautiful: a group proving themselves so loyal, so committed they were uniquely blessed. 

How wonderful, then, the New Testament picture of all Christians as priests.15  Jesus 

"ordained twelve, that they should be with Him, and that He might send them forth."16  That's 

the pattern: relationship first, then service; first God, then people.

Backslidden Levites are relegated to a lesser ministry "for the people." It is their punishment! 

and stands in stark contrast to the role given to those who remain true. "They shall come near 

to my table."17 

In the original model, compared to their devotion to God, priests had no "sight" for their own 

families.18  Jesus confirms this priority when he declares that loving even our closest relatives 

more than Him disqualifies us from being His disciple.19  If Christ and His Bride do not truly 

come first in our affections, why call Him Lord?
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