
CHAPTER 14 JOSHUA 14

HOW DO YOU GET LIKE THAT?
It is a kind of "spiritual osmosis." It happens slowly, sometimes almost imperceptibly, but it 

happens. It may not be very detectable for a long while, but it begins to occur immediately. 

When we spend time with someone in close relationship, something of that person's spirit 

passes into us. That is God's intention for marriage. It is the basic fact in all leadership training 

in the Kingdom of God. Impartation. It is what is happening between Moses and Joshua, Eli-

jah and Elisha, Paul and Timothy.

And there is a strong acceleration of impartation in the ministry of the laying on of hands. So, 

while it is generally true that "He that walketh with wise men shall be wise;"1  we are told, 

more particularly, "Joshua....was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands 

upon him."2  In that single act, in addition to all that accrued before, something of Moses 

passed into Joshua. Wow! It's enough to make us careful who we spend our time with--and 

certainly whom we allow to lay their hands on us. What kind of a spirit is being imparted? We 

had better know.

"When a person is fully trained, he will be like his teacher"--that is what Jesus said.3  And, 

notice, He did not say that the student will simply know what the teacher knows, but that he 

will be like his teacher. That is scary--or blessed, depending upon who is doing the teaching.
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HOW DO YOU GET LIKE THAT?
Impartation is real and powerful. The woman with the issue of blood was dramatically healed 

when something went out of Jesus into her, "for I perceive that virtue is gone out of Me,"4 He 

said.  This is not just moral influence or some kind of psychological impact. It is far more sub-

stantial than that. It is nothing less than the invasion of one spirit by another.

The Bible says Caleb had "another spirit,"5  and contrasts him sharply with these who "made 

the heart of the people melt." What we are is what reproduces. It is the unerring law of the uni-

verse: each after its own kind. Caleb is dead, but that courageous spirit is still multiplying on 

the earth.

Caleb "wholly followed the Lord."6  Translated literally, he was "filled up" with following the 

Lord. There was no room for anything else.

The gift that Caleb bequeathed his daughter points beautifully to impartation: "springs of 

water."7  Oh, that we might also drink deeply of that same great well.
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I don't have to be a priest to "wholly follow the Lord."9  Caleb wasn't. He wasn't even a Lev-

ite, and he was fifteen years past his "threescore and ten" when he called for the greatly forti-

fied, giant-filled high ground for his inheritance.10  He is strong to "do exploits" because he 

knows the Lord. And that intimate relationship is not reserved for professional religionists.11 

Moses says he wishes all the Lord's people were prophets.12  Any of us can have the spiritual 

power and reward of someone who has a special calling because the issue is knowing the 

Lord, being sanctified, set apart just for Him.

God intends that the Levitical spirit of serving only Him should mark every one of His chil-

dren. The Lord is not just a source of spiritual strength to attain our goals--not when we under-

stand what it means to be a disciple--He is the goal! He is our Treasure beside which all other 

gold and gain are only trifles. He is the God who is enough.

The Levites are to be in the world, but not of the world; our own exact commission.13  They 

are shut into God, but they are not monastic; they are sprinkled through the land like salt. And 

is that not just what Jesus meant we were to be, sanctified seasoning?14 
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