
CHAPTER 15 JOSHUA 15

A LOT FOR PROFIT
God is looking for a profit. Whatever else Jesus' parables of the talents and the pounds teach, 

they certainly teach that.1  God is expecting an increase of the "riches of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints."2 

We might think we could gain more for the Lord if our lot in life were different. We could 

raise a better crop if we had a more fertile field. But God does not change His mind in this 

matter. "The gifts and calling of God are without repentance."3  And He made no mistakes 

when He determined the assignments in the beginning.

The distribution of the Promised Land was by lot, a method over which none of the Tribes had 

any control whatsoever. A great deal of tribute has been paid to competitive self-determina-

tion, but the simple truth is that we are totally dependent upon God in every area of our lives. 

Our entire world is established and regulated by lot. And God controls the lot.

The lots were cast for Israel at Shiloh. Shiloh means tranquillity. But there is no peace for 

those who will not lay aside the carnal concepts of "fairness" and "rights" and "reason," and 

fully accept what God has set in place. As long as there is disappointment with God's appoint-

ments, there can be no peace--or joy either.
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A LOT FOR PROFIT
It wasn't just the lot. God prescribed the exact boundaries of what the lot determined. The 

word "border(s)" is used sixty-three times in the last half of the book of Joshua. Borders are 

important to God. He is very serious about getting a profit from each separate allotment, and 

about our not usurping the work of others. "Don't move your neighbor's landmark," God has 

warned.4  Tend to your own garden. We each have a full-time job in our own jurisdiction.

Borders mean order. They define responsibility, and tell us where we belong. They protect us 

from being overwhelmed, ministering beyond our measure of faith,5  or going where we have 

not been sent.6  Sometimes it takes more grace not to serve than to serve. What a relief to trust 

the wisdom of God in the limitations He ordains.

There are two illustrations of the principle of profit in this fifteenth chapter of Joshua, one 

positive and one negative. In the area that was given to Caleb, the enemy was completely 

driven out. At Jerusalem, however, Judah gave God no gain for His investment. They left a 

deficit there that haunts eternity.

Maybe they just wanted a better lot.
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CHARACTER IS BY CHOICE
CHARACTER IS BY CHOICE

Our character is formed by the choices we make. There is no shortcut, and no amount of 

resolve or prayer and fasting, or laying on of hands will alter that fact. If we have established 

a pattern of making poor choices, we can receive the gift of repentance and begin moving in 

the new direction of wisdom; that's grace, but the development of strong character traits takes 

time. God ordained it. Spiritual fruit,7  if it is to be mature and bear a reproducing seed, must 

grow and develop. It is not enough that godly character exist in us (lives), but that it function 

(walks).8  Its purpose is not to reflect credit upon ourselves (vain glory9), but upon the Gar-

dener.

When Caleb said in his youth, "We are well able," and in old age, "I am as strong this day as I 

was," he was choosing faith over fear.10  He chose humility when he added, "If the Lord 

delight in us," and "If the Lord will be with me."11  Choices not only determine his character 

(and eternal status!); they become his richest bequest.

Caleb bequeaths his daughter the influence of a lifetime of righteous choices. When she saga-

ciously and boldly requests those springs for her arid land,12  she is simply exercising a well-

ingrained family characteristic. The best fruit is for the best followers.13 
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