
CHAPTER 17 JOSHUA 17

VICTORY IS VOLITIONAL
We can win. Whatever our size or situation, we can win. Any David can beat any Goliath 

when we know how.1  It is not a matter of a certain formula--you can say it a lot of different 

ways; the Bible does--but victory is not only possible, it is axiomatic: Christians win. If I am a 

Christian and not winning, I can.

This seventeenth chapter of Joshua tells about a man who had no sons. The Land of Promise is 

being divided among the male heirs of Jacob, and this man does not have any. He does have 

some daughters, and they know the Word of the Lord. They know that God had made a provi-

sion for them,2  and they insist upon claiming it. They might have spent their lives bemoaning 

they had no brothers. Instead, they focus on what they do have.

The negative illustration of this principle of focusing is found in the sons of Joseph who are 

neglecting the land they had been given, and are asking for more.3  These desert nomads were 

not thinking of clearing the forested hills, they have their eyes on the valleys. Their vision is 

blurred by the strong men and iron chariots down there. They do not seem to know how to lift 

their sights to see the clear potential of their inheritance.

The secret of winning is to focus on what God has given us, and not on what He hasn't--and to 

persist, to press on to complete victory. The tribe of Manasseh does not do that. They cannot 
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drive the enemy from their inheritance, and even after they are able to do so, they don't. They 

are satisfied with slaves, and forfeit their victory by choice.

The size and strength of the enemy is not the issue.4  It never is. The issue is believing. It is 

just that simple. It is always a question of whether we will believe the circumstances, or 

whether we will believe God. Every failure in behaving is first a failure in believing.

And so, it is not so much a matter of a certain pattern as it is a persistence: to tenaciously con-

tinue to believe and obey God--that's the victory.

There are patterns, of course, and we need to see them clearly. That is one of the reasons why 

we study the Bible, and the Book of Joshua in particular. But once we have understood a Bib-

lical model or principle, to be satisfied with mere knowing is to be flagrantly disobedient. And 

disobedience is treason. It comes down to that: victory or treason.
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Why do God's people settle for anything less than total victory? Its provision is so absolute 

("more than conquerors"5); its reward so tremendous ("a crown of righteousness"6). What 

motive could there in compromising with evil? Will the enemy of our souls become weaker if 

he is not opposed? Has He become our friend when he is appeased?

God never intended us to coexist with the Devil, learning to live with sin, "keeping it under 

control." Our Lord demands separation7  and overcoming.8  And whatever God requires, God 

supplies. We are without excuse.

We are repeatedly told, but sometimes do not seem to hear or understand--or else we keep for-

getting: to sin is to surrender ground to Satan. But if we will know--lay hold upon--the truth, 

we can be free.9  "I cannot" is a lie; the truth is we can. Jesus Christ Himself is the emancipa-

tion,10  and He will be found of everyone who seeks.11 

God is not mocking us. If He tells us not to give place to the Devil,12  then we need not to do 

so. And every ground we have allowed the Deceiver to occupy may be recovered. The only 

power Hell can have over us is what we by ignorance or indolence permit. We belong to the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Victory is our birthright.
“First Rest - Then Victory” 51


