
CHAPTER 18 JOSHUA 18

THE GOD WHO WAITS
The Biblical evidence is so strong concerning the fixed order and the unalterable purposes of 

God that it is not surprising that many thoughtful people struggle with questions about prayer 

and missions. If life is predetermined, then why pray? Why send out missionaries? Why evan-

gelize or witness at all? Some Christians actually become fatalistic, taking a kind of que sera 

sera attitude toward life.

What is man's responsibility in the economy of God?

When the Apostle Paul explained how he arrived in the ministry he said that Christ Jesus put 

him into it.1  That's not how most of us are apt to think about it. We remember his Damascus 

Road conversion, Ananias laying hands on him, his three years on the backside of the desert. 

We think of these things as the explanation of Paul being in the ministry. But Paul spoke of 

being set apart from birth.2  He credited his apostolic office to the will of God. God Himself 

referred to Paul as a "chosen vessel."3

Jesus said that His disciples did not choose Him, but He chose them.4  Paul tells us that every 

one of those who are justified are foreknown, predestinated and called.5  The Philippians were 

told to "work out your own salvation with fear and trembling," but informed in the same 

breath that "It is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure."6 
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THE GOD WHO WAITS
Is life a matter of God's sovereignty or man's responsibility? The endless argument goes on. 

But the Biblical writers seem unaware of the question, and speak easily of both--sometimes in 

one sentence!7 

"As many as were ordained to eternal life believed."8  Here again: one sentence, two doc-

trines. The New Testament presents doctrine in its most profound, most perfect, most concise 

form. That is one reason we need the Old Testament. It is the "picture book" part of the Bible, 

the illustrations for the New Testament captions. In its rich, wonder-filled stories, the Old Tes-

tament gives a clear, uncomplicated view.

When the lots were cast at Shiloh, they revealed God's perfect predetermination. The tribes 

ended up in exactly the same relationship to Shiloh as they had been to the Tabernacle in the 

Wilderness. That's sovereignty, pure and simple. But the lots were not cast until there was a 

survey of the land. God waits for man to be responsible!
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Jesus miraculously feeds the multitude because He has compassion on them--that's the reason 

given by the Synoptic writers. John's Gospel, though, shows Jesus motivated by the desire for 

them to believe in Him, the true bread.9  There is no contradiction; it is simply the difference 

of two views: the natural and the spiritual. Similarly, Joshua writes of surveying the land and 

casting lots--man's role. But the determination of lots is of the Lord.10  It is not that what hap-

pens in the natural is untrue or unimportant, it is just that the larger truth is in another realm, 

and infinitely more significant.

In every experience there are both these dimensions. One may be apparent, but the other can 

only be supernaturally discerned.11  Elisha's servant could only see the fiery cavalry when the 

Lord opened his eyes.12  Paul's friends prophesy of the dangers awaiting him in Jerusalem, 

and beg him not to go.13  But Paul finds confirmation in their word, having already seen God's 

purpose in what they dread.14  When Lazarus is obviously dead, Jesus sees life.15  When oth-

ers can see only adultery, He sees one who can "sin no more."16 

Oh, that we might always take the spiritual perspective, exercising the mind of Christ.17  We 

do have this gift.18
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