
CHAPTER 19 JOSHUA 19

DECIDE AT SHILOH
The lots are cast at Shiloh. At the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, God's appointed leaders 

determine His will in the assigning of tribal territories in the Land of Promise. There's no bet-

ter place for such decisions. The great life-changing choices are too serious to deal with any-

where but Shiloh.

There is peace at Shiloh. The very word Shiloh means tranquillity (something our world 

knows very little about). It is a place set apart from the pressures and conflicts of this life, "a 

place of quite rest, near to the heart of God." Centrally located among the tribes, and situated 

on an isolated hill, Shiloh beautifully illustrates our sanctuary in the house of the Lord; well 

above, as it were, the clamor and confusion of this world.

It is foolish, and dangerous, and very, very costly to make great determining decisions away 

from Shiloh. When we are caught up in the feelings and finances of this world, we are 

extremely vulnerable to poor spiritual judgment. Come away to Shiloh. Peace waits for us 

here.

In our understanding of the mind of God, we need other Believers. "We comprehend with all 

saints," for it is by the church that "the manifold wisdom of God" is made known.1  God's chil-

dren are gathered at Shiloh, and "in the multitude of counselors there is safety."2 
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DECIDE AT SHILOH
The Men's Pipe & Pint Club or the Ladies Lemonade Society will not do it. Nothing on earth 

will substitute for the fellowship of the saints at Shiloh; not the lodge, the service club, the 

grange, the veterans, the union, the tavern, the country club, the PTA--put together. The 

Believers in Jesus Christ are one body, one loaf, one building, one new family, branches 

attached to one Vine. They have one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one anchor, one hope; one 

joy, one song: Jesus Christ crucified, resurrected, alive forever more!

There is something else about Shiloh: God Himself is uniquely there. People speak of meeting 

God in His creation, but if you find Him there, He will lead you to Shiloh. God is always in 

the midst of His people, and His people are together at Shiloh. "This is My rest forever," He 

has said, "here will I dwell."3 

The peace of God, the saints of God--God himself is at Shiloh. If there are crucial decisions to 

be made, dare we consider them, dare we cast lots anywhere but Shiloh?
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ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE LORD
ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE LORD

God's people must not make decisions as the world makes them. In the world, the primary 

consideration is pragmatic: Which alternative will best achieve the desired results? And then 

the determination is made by weighing all the factors involved. Well, what's wrong with that? 

It surely seems good.4 

The problem is that such a process presupposes many things that simply are not true. What if, 

for instance, every aspect related to the decision is not known? And that is the most likely pos-

sibility. Who but God could have such knowledge?5  So, unless all the ingredients necessary 

for judgment are known, how can its soundness be trusted or its consequences even be esti-

mated?

Decision-making is safe only one way, and that is when it is "according to the word of the 

Lord."6  What is human reasoning compared to that? We serve the God who speaks,7  and 

when we are finally quiet, we can hear Him.8 

To be quiet before the Lord is to repent of all selfish motive and petty opinion, to yield all 

foolish ambition and preconceived agenda, to desire only the will and Kingdom of God. Who 

could not but hear the voice of the Lord in such a kneeling posture? Who could not but then 

obey?
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