
CHAPTER 20 JOSHUA 20

CITIES FOR REVELATION
One of the most wonderful things about the Land of Promise is the provision God makes for 

Cities of Refuge. They are so situated as to be within one day's flight of anyone who has shed 

"innocent blood,"1  and serve as a kind of protective custody until there can be a trial. Apart 

from this refuge there is no escaping the victim's nearest relative, who is sworn to be the 

Avenger of Blood.

But safety for someone who had inadvertently killed another is not the most beautiful thing 

about the Cities of Refuge. It is what these cities reveal about the nature of God, and how we 

are to relate to Him that gives them their greatest value. For, just as we can know something 

about people by what they say, so we can know God in His works, and in what He says about 

them.

The Cities of Refuge tell us something that is as important as it is self-evident. God ordains 

Cites of Refuge because He Himself is a refuge. The design is like the designer: "The eternal 

God is thy refuge."2  Refuge, in fact, is one of His names: "The name of the Lord is a strong 

tower: the righteous runneth into it and is safe."3 

Just as there are well-maintained roads leading to the Cities of Refuge, so God has made Him-

self available, and given us access. As the Psalmist tells us, "God is our refuge and strength, a 
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CITIES FOR REVELATION
very present help in trouble."4  Mercy and grace are not far away, the road is wide-open, and 

all the signs are clear.

If the Cities of Refuge tell us of the goodness of God, however, they speak as absolutely of 

His severity.5  Only blood can wash out blood.6  We must not murder that which is created in 

the image of God! He is very, very serious about that. And even if a death is not caused inten-

tionally, only another death--the death of the high priest--can set the killer free. Until then he 

must remain in exile within the designated city. And in the event that death has been deliber-

ately caused, the killer must be turned over to the Avenger of Blood, even if he has "taken 

hold of the horns of the altar."7 

God's Judgment is a blessing--certainly it is if we are not guilty; it's vindication! But if we are 

guilty, judgment is still a blessing. It would be no kindness for God to allow us to "get away 

with murder." Chastisement is our assurance He is our Father...or else, "are ye bastards, and 

not sons."8
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CITIES FOR SAFETY

What a refuge is our God!9  What a blessed hiding place!10  When pressed and pursued by 

everything that hates us, when our own conscience will not be still within, when the searing 

heat and "blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall, " God is our shelter and our 

shade.11  No plague, no person, no guilt--no demons of hell can more than threaten us here. 

Our City of Refuge is the Lord Himself.

In the sanctuary of God's presence, nothing can so much as touch us that He does not specifi-

cally permit. And whatever He allows is under His strict surveillance and control. All guide-

lines and contingencies are subject to His Word, which is settled forever.12  There is no entity 

of any kind anywhere that can exist or function apart from the authority of God's Word; it is 

absolute, universal and inviolable.

The six Cities of Refuge13 in the days of Joshua are safety only for those who fled to them. 

Anyone who might disdain their protection for foolish pride or fearlessness--or because of 

what and who must be left behind is subject to death. To simply procrastinate is to court exe-

cution. There is in the days of Joshua no other safe haven--nor is there now. "For who is God, 

save the Lord? and who is a rock, save our God?"14
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