
CHAPTER 21 JOSHUA 21

NO INHERITANCE IN THE LAND
Each of the other tribes gave them some of their own inheritance, but the Levites are not 

included when the lots are cast. God is their inheritance.1  He has chosen them to "minister 

unto Him, and to bless in His name."2  He Himself will be their reward.

Is the Lord enough? Or is He to be regarded as just a means to obtain something else? Is He 

not the One Pearl of Great Price,3  for which every "something else" is exchanged?

As those Jesus first sends forth to preach (The Twelve who are ordained "that they should be 

with Him"4), so the tribe of Levi is separated to "stand before the Lord."5  The first consider-

ation for those disciples and for the Levites is not their responsibility to the people (i.e., their 

work), but their posture before the Lord.

Like the vessels they used in the purifying ceremonies, Levitical priests are sanctified, they 

are "only for the Lord." Are we only for the Lord? What does Paul mean when he tells the 

Corinthians and the Colossians to do all to the glory of God?6  How much is all?

Is not every child of God to have a "Levitical spirit?" The Psalmist tells us that all the godly 

and the faithful--not just the Levites--are set apart for the Lord.7  Peter addresses Christians at 

large, and refers to them as holy and royal priests.8  In the Revelation, John says simply that 
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NO INHERITANCE IN THE LAND
everyone who is loved and washed by Jesus Christ, He "hath made us kings and priests unto 

God."9  One of the great doctrines of the Kingdom is the Priesthood of All Believers.

And so, God has brought forth an entire Kingdom of priests, whose legacy is not really in this 

present world at all. Dimly prefigured by the Levitical inheritance, "here we have no continu-

ing city, but we seek one to come."10  Our citizenship is in God's household, Paul reminds 

us.11  Like Abraham--he understood this--we look for "a city which hath foundations, whose 

builder and maker is God."12 

The more that we understand about the City that God has prepared for us, the more we see that 

it is essentially just Jesus Himself. He is the light of it, its beauty. He is its peace and its secu-

rity. On His way to the Cross Jesus said, "I go to prepare a place for you." He was surely 

speaking of something beyond material. He said, "I will come again, and receive you unto 

Myself!"13  What more is there? He is "all and in all."14 

Oh, that we might be for our time, "cities of the Levites,"15 scattered sanctuaries of blessing 

throughout the land, enjoying the Lord, perfectly fulfilled in Him.
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REST ROUND ABOUT

It is the culminating summary text of the Book of Joshua, a superb statement of God's faithful-

ness: He gives His people all the land, all of their enemies, all His promises--and "rest round 

about!"16  We must not pass it off as "ancient history," or relegate it to someone else.

All the Bible is for all the Believers all the time. There is something here more than Israelites 

and Canaanites and a small piece of geography. Abraham understood. He "sojourned in the 

land of promise, as in a strange country."17  This Father of Believers is not looking for real 

estate! He knows what he surveys with natural eyes is only a dim shadow of a far greater 

hope.

It turns out that the Land Abraham--and all God's people--inherit is filled up with Jesus.18  

And it is in Jesus' name that we exercise authority over all our enemies.19  All the promises, 

too, are "yea and amen" in Jesus.20  He is the Rest round about.21 

Of course, there is no rest if He is not enough, if we are not content in His provision. But the 

truth is that He satisfies every holy desire and every honest doubt. He lifts all the darkness and 

settles all the turmoil. Everything He says is true, and all that we ever wanted Him to be, He 

is.
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