
CHAPTER 22 JOSHUA 22

ONE ALTAR, ONE TENT
When people discuss their philosophy or their religion, they often say, "I think [this or that]." 

But, what is the value of what "I think"? The only think that really matters has to do with what 

God has said. It is amazing how many people act as if the supreme court of the universe were 

their own opinion! What a fearful presumption.

In all of creation, time and eternity, there is only one way, one truth, one life: Jesus.1  Any 

thought, any motive, any action inconsistent with Him is evil heresy, and marked for the Fire.2  

Centuries before He would be revealed, it is prophetically written, "unto Him shall the gather-

ing of the people be."3 

God's people believe that. They have not always understood it--never, completely4 --but they 

believe it. In Joshua's day, they could not possibly comprehend how the Altar and the Tent of 

Meeting speaks so beautifully of Jesus, but they do know that these things--this place is the 

only way to God. And they are so serious about it, so zealous for it, that when they think the 

integrity of that One Way is threatened, they are ready to go to war against their own people.

As it turns out, of course, war is unnecessary; there is no danger to the Only Way after all. We 

can learn a crucial lesson here, we who are so certain we know who is acceptable to God. 

Jesus is certainly the One Mediator between God and man,5  but how much does someone 
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have to know about Him to know Him? And how much do we have to understand something 

for it to be true?

Helen Keller was deaf and mute and blind. But she had laboriously been taught to communi-

cate in a language of touch. When it was thought she could now understand, the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ was shared with her. Back from the child's dark, silent world came this response: 

"I knew all this before, but I did not know His name."

Jesus speaks of those who will inherit the Kingdom because of what they have done for Him. 

And then He says, they will be surprised; they won't know how they qualified; they won't be 

conscious they did anything for Him at all!6  How much do you have to know about The Way 

to be in it?

How much did Cornelius know about Jesus? Whatever faith he had was certainly clothed 

ignorance.7  Peter is commissioned to bring him some redemptive information,8  but Corne-

lius is obviously accepted by God long before he meets Peter.9  Jesus is eternal life, and Paul 

said that everyone "who by patient continuance in well-doing" seeks for glory and honor and 

immortality"--that's what they're going to get!10 
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They are ready to destroy their own people based on a rumor.12  They suppose that the spiri-

tual integrity of the entire nation is at stake, that the Eastern Tribes are rebelliously trying to 

"climb up some other way."13  They aren't, but the truth has to be established by a summit 

confrontation that includes not only the national hero,14  but royal representation from every 

one of the tribes. The question is crucial; it holds peace hostage and demands an answer.

It is true that, mostly, God's people are not judgmental--we each answer to our master15--but 

sometimes there must be confrontation. The secular authorities will not do it; the issues most 

concerning us (and God) are of no interest whatever to them. There is horizontal accountabil-

ity in the house of the Lord.

We are told not to know anyone "after the flesh."16  Seeing each other through the blood of 

Christ automatically and beautifully blinds us to most of the faults we might otherwise feel 

obligated to confront. Love is a wonderful curtain.17  Notwithstanding: whatever our reluc-

tance, there are occasions for judging in God's house.18  Better by far wholesale upheaval--

war--than corruption. The discerning wisdom God has given the church to administer is pure, 

and purity must come before peace.19 
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