
CHAPTER 24 JOSHUA 24

MAN CANNOT SERVE GOD
The last recorded speech of one of the choicest leaders ever given to the earth--that has got to 

be worthy of our closest attention. Of course, when we look more closely, we see they were 

not his words at all. "Joshua said...'Thus saith the Lord.'"1  So we are not dealing with just 

final words of Joshua, but the the Eternal Words of God. And, the New Testament reveals, the 

message is not primarily for Joshua's people at all, but for our people, "upon whom the ends of 

the word are come."2 

The theme of the message is "Serving the Lord" (something few people seem to know very 

much about). Most of us live moderately self-centered lives, trying to get God to minister to 

us, so we and "our own" can be happy, and successful, and have all our needs met (i.e., the 

kind of things for which we have been told to "take no thought"3).

Most Christians would not dream of entering into some project without asking for God's 

blessing. But that is a far cry from discovering where God's blessing is--and doing that. God 

does not intend to ratify our plans; He insists upon directing them. In Joshua's brief historical 

review, over and over and over again, God says, "I did it."4  God is not helping His people; He 

is letting His people help Him.
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MAN CANNOT SERVE GOD
But we cannot. It is impossible. The natural man cannot serve God. There is a way, but it 

involves getting rid of anything that causes us to commit idolatry. It involves the Covenant 

and the Scriptures. And it involves God's appointed leaders.

What are the verbs that pertain to these three things? How can we do them? We are told to put 

away idols and incline our heart to the Lord.5  The New Testament insight is that if we do the 

second, the first is automatic.6  The verb in the matter of God's Book is found in the previous 

chapter,7  and it has to do with persistent obedience. We learn that the same way Jesus did, "by 

the things which He suffered."8  The final verb is the same for us as it is for the Corinthians. 

Paul is an apostle to them only if they receive him as such, if they allow that fact to be "alive" 

to them.9  There is no serving of God apart from His appointed order, and our letting it be 

binding upon us.10  The dreadful alternative--it happened to Israel after Joshua died11--is for 

every man to do "that which is right in his own eyes."12 How terrifying.

Jesus says, simply, that we serve the Lord by being His friend.13 
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WHAT A MODEL!
WHAT A MODEL!

He is born a slave, his ancestors are heathen, he begins his ministry in weakness and fear, but 

he outstrips Moses in courage and obedience to God. And now there is so much spiritual 

strength and character carved into Joshua he can exercise national leadership from his death-

bed. What a man! What a model!

"Waxed old and stricken in age,"14 Joshua gathers the people, rehearses their miraculous his-

tory before them and demands an accounting of their allegiance. The proclaiming of his own 

loyalty is so convicting and powerful--"as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord"15--

repentance and faithfulness result throughout the entire nation for the lifetime of every leader 

Joshua appointed.16 

After 20 years of conquest, God's people are "weary in well-doing."17 They have fallen into 

compromise and mediocrity. The unthinkable has happened: having rebelliously failed to 

completely eradicate it, they are now horrible defiled with the idolatry still surround them. 

And though they have not forsaken the Lord entirely, they no longer either fear or really serve 

Him.18 

One man, governing and conquering with words, made the difference. God's plan is always a 

seasoned and chiseled-out leader with quickened words.19 
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