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INTRODUCTION
FIRST REST, THEN VICTORY awakens one's interest in the book of Joshua. It is a fresh 

stimulating approach to what may have seemed irrelevant ancient history. It will be so no 

longer.

It looks at the book of Joshua through the lens of New Testament revelation, but it does so, for 

the most part, without being entangled with allegorical interpretations. It discloses principles 

and illustrations of New Testament truth seen in Joshua and shows relevant application to our 

daily lives.

As most readers know, Joshua is the story of the military conquest of the land of Canaan. 

However, there is one radical difference in this military action, and that is, the Lord Himself is 

the Commander-in-chief. This realization opens one up to interesting insights useful in the 

spiritual warfare in which every believer is engaged from day to day.

Lancaster's approach is somewhat unorthodox, but that is what makes his book valuable. The 

reader is not going to say, "I heard that already," which may result in the reader looking further 

and discovering more of the riches in Joshua. At first it may seem like the author is dealing in 

novelties, but don't let that deter you. His insights stay with the biblical pattern and are inter-

esting and helpful.
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The inimitable style in which this book is written is typical of this writer. He has a succinct 

way of saying things that stick in your mind, thus acting like a rock in one's shoe until you get 

serious about the author's concept.

This book definitely increases one's understanding of the meaning, message, and relevance of 

the book of Joshua. It doesn't have all the answers, but it raises enough questions that the 

reflective reader will probably come up with some answers on his own. Any book that makes 

a reader think is worth the investment of time and money.

It is so practical that the reader will find it useful as a personal devotional. And it could be one 

of the things that helps the reader experience the "success" God promised to Joshua.

John D. Kennington, December 2, 1999
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PREFACE
For every Christian who would be an overcomer and "possess the land which the Lord your 

God giveth you,"1 the Book of Joshua is required reading. Its principles and illustrations form 

a veritable handbook for the struggles of the soul. Here we discover that the last thing in spir-

itual warfare is also the first thing. When the final victory is accomplished, there is rest.2  But 

resting first in the fact that God has determined that victory is the initial step in achieving it. 

Resting. Settling down on the purpose of God. That's where we get the strength and confi-

dence for the battles. A great energizing, fear-destroying hope is birthed within us when we 

see that the key to achieving is in first believing.

A veteran pastor counseled me in my early ministry, "Don't try to teach the Book of James to 

people until you have established them in Romans." First faith, then works. First rest, then 

victory. I am gratefully deep in debt to that blessed pastor, C.W. Fair (now moved on to his 

greater reward), for gently, persistently goading me toward an understanding of this central 

truth, so purely demonstrated in this Book of Joshua.

1. Joshua 1:11
2. Joshua 1:13-15
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CHAPTER 1 JOSHUA 1

FORMULA FOR SUCCESS
The word of the Lord to Joshua was an incredible word. He was to step into Moses' shoes and 

lead perhaps two to three million1  (often rebellious) people--be responsible for them--and 

occupy ten to twelve thousand square miles of country inhabited by strong nations of evil peo-

ple who were absolutely determined to resist them. It was an impossible assignment. But there 

was this much about it: it was typical. God is always calling us to do what we cannot possibly 

do. Calling? He's insisting! Jesus withered the fig tree that wouldn't produce fruit for Him--

and it wasn't even the season for figs!2  In season and out of season, God demands from us 

what only Christ in us can produce. Indeed, one way to test whether we are hearing the word 

of the Lord is if it is something we cannot fully comprehend--much less accomplish.

We can take comfort from the fact that Joshua was absolutely terrified by God's orders to him. 

He was a person very much like we are. God had to counsel him over and over to be strong, 

courageous and unafraid.3  The lesson for us in this: It's OK. It is normal to be overwhelmed 

by the word of the Lord.

But God is not mocking us. There is a principle of volition here. If God tells us to do some-

thing, then He will enable us to do it. Only, we must "move into" that provision. Victory is a 

matter of choice. Victory is always a matter of choice.
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FORMULA FOR SUCCESS
But Joshua cannot take the ground by himself. The word to him was, "thou, and all this peo-

ple." God's word to anyone is always a corporate word. We are members of His body; there 

are no fingers attached to the Head.4  The 2 1/2 tribes who had already reached their inherit-

ance must leave it, cross the Jordan, and risk their lives to gain an inheritance for the other 

tribes. No rest for any until there is rest for all.

Joshua was given a very powerful formula for success. His prosperity was tied to the Scrip-

ture. He was to know it, believe it, speak it, and obey it. "Then thou shalt make thy way pros-

perous, and then thou shalt have good success," God told him. Surely that word is just as true 

right now for us. Who wants to be a failure? Who doesn't want to be successful?

It is hard to imagine a more timely word for us than the one that God gave to Joshua. His mis-

sion was not too different than ours, not really. We have ground to take too. May we have ears 

to hear what Joshua heard--and heart to win.
“First Rest - Then Victory” 2



OBEYING JOSHUA OBEYING GOD
OBEYING JOSHUA OBEYING GOD

I cannot obey the Lord without obeying His chosen leaders. The issue is serious, extremely 

serious. The sentence is death for whoever rebels against Joshua.5  Language cannot get 

clearer or stronger than that. To join "the gainsaying of Core,"6 to presumptuously reproach 

God's placement is to "utterly be cut off;"7 it is a question of time. And no accusation or self-

justification will ever avail.

Regardless of how it may be defended, the motive for railing against God's anointed, and for 

spreading discord is obvious: I can only put down authority to take authority. Self-interest and 

promotion is inevitably involved. What arrogance to assume God appointed me to judge His 

servant!8  (As if seeing to my own behavior were not a full-time job.)9 

The vineyard is large. If I suppose I cannot submit to one leader I can ask for another. The 

principle of separation and transfer is Scripturally sound.10  Sometimes it does not "lie within 

me" to live peaceably where I am.11 

I do have direct and ready access to the leader's Leader. I am not stalemated as long as I can 

pray. There is this much, however, about that: God may very well tell me to keep still and stay 

where I am. He has His Joshua well in hand.12 
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CHAPTER 2 JOSHUA 2

TRAITORS AND PROSTITUTES FIRST
Jesus must have startled people when He declared that publicans and harlots would go into the 

Kingdom of God before the chief priests and elders of the people.1 Publicans were hated 

thieving traitors who collected taxes for the Romans. Harlots were shameless merchants of 

immorality. The priests and elders of whom Jesus spoke were outwardly very righteous, but 

they refused to yield to the authority of Jesus, and they scoffed at the ministry of the one Jesus 

honored as "the greatest prophet born of women."2 

I wonder, as He compared people who were so super righteous with such notorious sinners, if 

Jesus was thinking of the prostitute Rahab. There must have been any number of proud, self-

proclaimed good people in Rahab's Jericho, but they didn't believe in the true God, and they 

regarded His emissaries as enemies. They chose to be destroyed by resisting God's invasion. 

The only one saved was this repentant whore (and her family).

Amazingly, not only was Rahab's life spared, but she became a very famous person. Her igno-

rant faith had produced a pack of lies, but the New Testament says that she was justified by 

her works.3 She was included in the Roll Call of Heroes in the book of Hebrews.4 And, great-

est of all, she got into the Royal Line that brought forth David--and Christ Himself.5 

Self-righteous people do not like to hear about people like Rahab--immoral turncoat foreign-

ers, who lie like troopers--being preferred by the God they suppose they emulate.
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TRAITORS AND PROSTITUTES FIRST
Self-righteous people are usually good churchgoers. People like Rahab are more apt to be 

found in taverns and brothels.

Self-righteous people make a show of their religion, and like to pray in front of people. Cheat-

ers and prostitutes are most likely reluctant to go to church, and when they pray or read the 

Bible, it will probably be in secret--they don't want to be hypocrites.

Dishonest and immoral people are despised and rejected. Self-righteous people are often 

greatly admired, if by no one else, at least by themselves!

People who earn their living by evil means may seem callous, but they typically think of 

themselves as bad people. Self-righteous people think of themselves as good people, but 

inwardly they are "full of dead men's bones."6 

Jesus spoke plainly about Kingdom order, and who gets priority. Thank God for Jesus!
“First Rest - Then Victory” 5



SEEING WHAT GOD SEES
SEEING WHAT GOD SEES

Immoral, dishonest, disloyal, the Canaanite Rahab is nevertheless one of the most remarkable 

characters in all the Bible. Everybody else in town is absolutely terrified by the reputation of 

Israel's advancing army; their hearts melt with fear; every vestige of courage has drained 

away; Rahab alone finds refuge in faith.7

She believes the God of the spies is the true God. And is it this--the joy and peace and confi-

dence of her new-found faith--that--somehow--causes the king of Jericho to trust her? What is 

there about this woman that gives her such amazing credibility?! The spies, too, have confi-

dence in her word, and in her judgment. They base their eagerly optimistic report to Joshua on 

what she tells them.8

The meaning of Rahab's name (breadth, room in any/every direction) suggests freedom. In the 

past, she was bound to exploit men such as these. Now she is free to safeguard their lives--and 

their integrity: relating to them only together, and going up to their sleeping area only "before 

they were laid down."9 There is no hint of beguiling; she readily submits to their terms of con-

ditional immunity.10 

We can speculate about Rahab's outward appearance, but we know the spies saw something 

else. They saw what God sees.11 
“First Rest - Then Victory” 6



CHAPTER 3 JOSHUA 3

FOLLOW THE ARK!
This third chapter of Joshua, with its account of the crossing of Jordan--the subject of this 

chapter is not Jordan. This chapter was written to tell us about the Ark of the Covenant. In 17 

verses it is mentioned 14 times! We need to know all we can about God's Ark, where it goes, 

and how, and why--and when. These things were "written for our admonition, upon whom the 

ends of the world are come."1 

The Ark symbolizes God's presence, and contained the Tablets of Stone, His Word. God's peo-

ple were not to go where it didn't! You remember what happened at Kadesh, when they tried 

to defeat their enemies without the presence of God, or His appointed leader.

Some people seem to think that's all that matters, only the presence of God: "It's just me and 

Jesus," and no need is felt for any human leadership. Ironically, in this very chapter where the 

Ark of God is so strongly emphasized, it is just here that human leadership is also firmly 

established. God "magnified" Joshua before the people, in the same way He did with Moses--

and does now.

It was Joshua's responsibility to know where the presence of God was going, and to teach the 

people how to follow. "Don't get too close to the Ark," Joshua commanded. He knew it was 

not some kind of existential experience of the Ark's aura the people needed. There were as 
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FOLLOW THE ARK!
many as 2 or 3 million of them. They needed to stay back far enough so the Ark could be seen. 

That was the key: not just feeling, but knowing.

They had not gone this way before. In the desert, it was the way of human effort, of trying to 

make things happen. Attacking Kadesh, demanding meat, striking the rock to produce water 

when God had said to simply speak--that was the sin that killed Moses.2  But the new way was 

to just follow the Lord. He would part the water. He would fight for them. No sweat. Only 

obey.

How effortlessly the Jordan divided before them! When the feet of the priests carrying the Ark 

barely touched the water, it "stood and rose up upon an heap"--20 or 30 miles away. They 

could cross safely, without the visible threat of that massive wall of water. The defeat of those 

7 evil nations would be as painless.

This new way of rest is the one that still remains for the people of God.3 
“First Rest - Then Victory” 8



WHATEVER BECAME OF THE ARK?
WHATEVER BECAME OF THE ARK?

Whatever became of the Ark of the Covenant--or, for that matter, the descendants of those 

whose sacred duty it was to bear the Ark? Its presence was the continuing assurance "that the 

living God is among you," and that He is delivering His people.4  Which of us would want to 

give that up?

Yet there came a time when the Ark was gone, just as the prophet declared. They would not 

miss it; they would look to Jerusalem for "the throne of the Lord."5 

But all these things--the Ark, the Levites, Jerusalem--are mere foreshadows, wonderful illus-

trations of what God had in mind from the very beginning: His dwelling place would be 

within His people,6  every one of them would be a priest7 --and there would be a new Jerusa-

lem! 8

When the Levitical priesthood was established, their office was clear: they were to carry the 

Ark (containing the stone tablets of God's Word), minister unto the Lord, and bless in His 

name.9 

The new priests carry the Word of God, but they are impregnated with it (they are called "liv-

ing stones!"). They bless in God's name, Peter tells, when they "shew forth" His praises.10 
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CHAPTER 4 JOSHUA 4

STONES ARE FOR REMEMBERING
You understand, do you not, that to cross Jordan into Canaan does not mean to die and go the 

Heaven? It means to leave the wilderness of rebellion and wandering and struggling and 

defeat, and cross over into the Promised Land of rest and victory.

Notice: first rest, then victory. Rest is not just the result, it is the means.1  We overcome by 

resting in what God has accomplished. That is what Joshua did, and that is what we must do. 

God's instructions are explicit; if we would be the people who inherit the blessings of Canaan, 

we must follow the pattern.

The story of God's people establishing a bridgehead in Canaan is the story of the setting up of 

a memorial. And there are two monuments here, each built with twelve stones, so that all of 

the tribes are represented. One is on the land where they came up out of the riverbed, the other 

is "in the midst," where the priests stood with the Ark of the Covenant. One they saw, the 

other they remembered.

Twelve men carried stones from the middle of that miracle, and Joshua erected them at Gilgal, 

to remind generations to come how God had held back the water, as He had at the Red Sea. 

But that pillar pointed to the now covered one, the one for which Joshua had gathered the 

stones by himself.
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STONES ARE FOR REMEMBERING
Two monuments. The second speaks of the first. And so it is today. We have a Communion 

Table; we can see it and touch it, and partake of its elements. Every time that we do we 

remember the Monument that is no longer visible. Our Joshua built it alone at Golgotha, and it 

is covered by the waters of time. The visible Table is for the invisible Cross.

We serve the Bread and the Wine, and our children ask, "What does it mean?" We point to 

Calvary, and we say, "It means that." We return to this Table over and over, as those earlier 

people did to Gilgal. And as often as we do, what happened to them happens to us. We 

remember, and are grateful, and are strengthened, and we revere the Mighty God who loves 

us, and has acted on our behalf. We are humbled. We are repentant. We are overcome with an 

overwhelming passion to love, and serve and share with all the earth what this Monument 

means.

There are many memorials that tell of God. The Cross is greater than all of them. When Jesus 

died there, He defeated every enemy and paid for every sin. Do remember that.
“First Rest - Then Victory” 11



DON'T IDOLIZE THE MEMORIAL
DON'T IDOLIZE THE MEMORIAL

It is important to understand that Joshua did not fashion an idol for God's people when Jordan 

suddenly dried up at flood stage to let them cross over into the land of promise. He refers to 

the stones that were set up at Gilgal as a memorial.2  It is the same word that is used elsewhere 

in Scripture to describe a day,3  names4  music,5  words,6  and thoughts.7  In no way whatso-

ever did Joshua sculpture a thing to be venerated.

In the Kingdom of God, there are no objects that are to be worshipped. We may well have 

great respect and deep emotional feelings for any number of places and things, but nothing is 

of and by itself holy. God alone is holy. He only is worthy of worship.

All religious relics are dangerous. Regarding as sacred anything that might distract us from 

the pure adoration of the Lord borders on idolatry.

Scripture has not given us so much as a physical description of Jesus Christ (except for Isa-

iah's very general word).8  Worship "in spirit and in truth" requires no special props or scen-

ery.

The memorial stones Joshua erected are for promoting memory. Any awe or adoration they 

inspire reflects immediately backward toward the miracle working power of God--and to God 

Himself.
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CHAPTER 5 JOSHUA 5:1-12

MEET ME AT GILGAL
Have you been to Gilgal? That's where God commanded Joshua to circumcise all the males of 

Israel, and announced, "This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you." 

Now, even if we have little interest in trying to grasp the spiritual significance of circumci-

sion, we are certainly interested in having our reproach taken away! That Joshua incapacitated 

his entire army in enemy territory is a curious historical incident, but what does that mean to 

us? The fact that this rite is somehow associated with the wholesale removal of an entire 

nation's disgrace, we who live in the most guilt-ridden nation in the history of the world, we 

care about that.

Moses had led God's people out of Egypt forty years earlier, but they still bore its stigma. He 

got them out of Egypt, but he couldn't get Egypt out of them. They refused to obey God, 

rejected Him, and in their hearts turned back to Egypt.1  Spiritual babies, God indulged their 

every need, and His grace was extended almost beyond measure. But now, there is no more 

manna. They would eat the food of the New Land of spiritual maturity. The reproach is rolled 

away; Egypt is out!

The future of the Church depends entirely on her following the exact patterns perfectly laid 

out in the Scriptures. But what is the pattern for us in this matter of circumcision? To know 

that we must look to the New Testament.
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MEET ME AT GILGAL
When it was instituted, circumcision was explained as a sign of the Covenant that God estab-

lished with His people.2  However, Paul shows us that true circumcision is "of the heart, in the 

spirit."3  That outward mark was only a type or shadow; what really counts, he clarifies, is 

keeping God's commands.4  Cutting off the sinful nature, that's the issue.

But how is that accomplished? It is with "the circumcision done by Christ" at the Cross, Paul 

reveals.5 

At Gilgal, there must first be a circumcision before there can be a celebration. It is the same 

order for us. There is no feast of acceptance and fellowship at the Table of the Lord without 

coming to the Cross for the cutting away of rebellion and false worship and all envy and long-

ing for the world. No Cross, no communion. Oh, that we might yield to the circumcision of 

the Cross in every temptation to return to the captivity of sin.
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ASKING THE WRONG QUESTION
ASKING THE WRONG QUESTION

The Bible gives us a fascinating account of the appearing of "the Captain of the Lord's host" to 

Joshua before he launched his attack against Jericho. "And Joshua went up to Him and said, 

'Are you for us or for our enemies?' And He said, 'No!'"6 

Wrong question. When God confronts us, there is only one consideration. Joshua's second 

question is a better one. "What do You want to say to me, Lord?"7 

The issue is submission. It is always submission. And our submission to the Lord cannot be an 

ethereal emotional feeling in a religious vacuum, in a Sunday compartment of life. It has to 

stand the "seven-day" test of Jericho. It has to be concrete.

And it has to be complete. Partial submission is not submission. God insists upon uncondi-

tional surrender. No negotiations. No bargaining. No equivocating. How many times have 

people attempted to strike a deal with God! God is not signing contracts. He is the creator and 

sustainer of the universe; He has imposed His covenant upon us.8 

Our submission to God must be central. It is the one great governing principle that must rule 

over all that we have, all that we are. It is not a suggestion. The Lord demands it.
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CHAPTER 6 JOSHUA 6

THE GIFT OF JERICHO
Strange strategy, but no one ever won a battle more decisively than the Battle of Jericho. And, 

if such things were recorded for our benefit,1  what can we learn at Jericho that will make us 

more effective soldiers for Jesus Christ?

Our battles seem so different than this. Priests blowing trumpets. A silent army circling a 

walled city once a day for 7 days, and then 7 times around on the 7th day--strange indeed. 

After the final circuit, a great shouting. Walls collapse. The army sweeps through the city, kills 

every living thing, and reduces the ruins to ashes. What is there in all of this for us?

Whatever else it means, Jericho teaches us that spiritual warfare involves a lot of obedience 

without understanding. Think of Job. God never did explain to him what his struggle was all 

about.

Another thing this famous battle can teach us is that there is a time to be silent and a time to 

shout. Oddly, modern Christians seem to opt for one or the other. Justifying it as "differences 

in personality," it even dictates where people attend church!

Yet another lesson from Jericho: spiritual warfare is mostly waiting. Trusting, believing, hold-

ing steady--waiting. And in James, the "headquarters" text for our war against sickness, two 

examples are given (not just Elijah),2  and 9 times in 4 verses we are counseled patience.3 
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THE GIFT OF JERICHO
Perhaps the greatest thing we can learn from Jericho is how to get out of the "ability business." 

God is not surprised by our spiritual failures, nor should we be. If marching around Jericho 13 

times was not enough to teach hopelessness, I don't know what it would take. Only God can 

topple the walls His people confront.

Seven priests, 7 trumpets, 7 days, and 7 times around on the 7th day--don't forget the signifi-

cance of the number 7 in Scripture. Spiritual battle deals in absolutes: total inability on our 

part, complete dependence upon God, thorough destruction of every Jericho in our lives, no 

slightest compromise with evil, no coalition with unrighteousness.

The Bible Speaks in several places of warfare by prophecy.4  At Jericho there is a marvelous 

illustration of the power of prophecy. Joshua's curse on anyone who would presume to rebuild 

Jericho reached across more than 4 centuries!

Thank God for the gift of Jericho.
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JERICHO SAINTS SHOUT FIRST
JERICHO SAINTS SHOUT FIRST

Every fortification that hell can assemble against God's people is only temporary. They may 

seem impenetrable, but they are destined to crumble, every one of them. It's just a matter of 

time, and the devil knows it. He's furious,5  but there's nothing he can do about it. He rages 

and bluffs, but behind his wall of pretended strength he trembles, because, though he's the 

father of lies,6  he knows the truth: there is only one God.7 

The enemies of the Lord hole up in terror; they dare not emerge; they await their inevitable 

doom.8  Faith can easily defeat them. Demons are cast out with the mere finger of God.9 

There is no real contest for humble and obedient Christian soldiers. They need not wail and 

frustrate themselves as the prophets of Baal.10  The devil literally runs from them when they 

resist him by submitting and drawing near to God.11 

Satan barks loudly and Scripturally ignorant saints are intimidated, but he is the one they will 

soon "narrowly look upon,"12  and marvel that their courage was so impoverished. God's gift 

of faith works. Trumpets and shouting did not wait to celebrate the fall of Jericho, they caused 

it!13 
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CHAPTER 7 JOSHUA 7

WHEN GOD IS NOT THERE ANYMORE
That one sin of one man could be the reason for the defeat of an entire nation--it is all but 

unbelievable. And yet, that's what the Bible tells us about Achan. Does that mean that a 

church, too, will fail if one of its members sins? Well, it is certainly true that the health of an 

entire body is greatly affected by the condition of any of its parts. But there was a lot of sin in 

Israel in Achan's day. There was a lot of sin because there were a lot of people! And not one of 

them perfectly kept the Law of God. The issue in this story is not that Achan sinned, but that it 

was a particular kind of sin. Achan stole some things that had been devoted to God.

If someone steals from the offering basket at church, is that the modern equivalent of Achan's 

sin? Is it refusing to tithe, or if I send my tithe away, not "bringing it in to the storehouse"--is 

that Achan's sin? Stealing is a serious sin, and Malachi tells us that the result of robbing God's 

tithes and offerings is terrifying: "cursed with a curse."1  But Achan's sin is even more serious.

Achan caused the death of many people, including his own wife and children. What he did 

drained the heart out of his nation, and buckled the knees of its leadership. It brought the 

fierce anger of God down upon them, and threatened to withdraw them from the very presence 

and blessing of God permanently.

What was it that Achan did when he "committed a trespass in the accursed thing?" God per-

mitted spoils of conquest at other times. And Americans, who value individualism so highly, 
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WHEN GOD IS NOT THERE ANYMORE
may find it almost incomprehensible, but Achan ended up in the Valley of Achor (i.e. Trou-

ble) because he acted independently, "not discerning"--in New Testament language--"the 

Lord's body."2  Achan confessed, "I have sinned," but God had a totally different view. God 

declared, "Israel hath sinned." The part stands for the whole. God regards an independent 

spirit as rebellion, and He equates rebellion with witchcraft!3  Achan's actions involved the 

very essence of sin itself.

The remedy for Achan's sin is absolute obliteration. Achan and anything even remotely 

related to him had to be stoned, burned and covered over--with "a great heap of stones," so we 

don't forget. God is serious. What He may permit in the Wilderness, He will not tolerate in 

Canaan. And if we insist upon simply "bandaging cancer," then "neither will I be with you any 

more."
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THE GOOD VALLEY OF TROUBLE
THE GOOD VALLEY OF TROUBLE

The Valley of Trouble is good. It was good for Achan; it is good for us. Yes, he was executed 

there, he and his entire family, but in the process they cleansed themselves, established justice, 

brought glory to God, and turned the Lord's fierce anger from an entire nation.4  Achan's val-

ley was severe and dreadful, but it was probably--though he may not have felt so at the time--

the best thing that ever happened to him. Think of the eternal consequences if Achan's treach-

ery had not been exposed, and he had not received the trouble he caused.

It is hard for us to visualize trouble as anything but bad. The Word of God, however, speaks of 

this valley as both a place to rest,5  and a door of hope--"she shall sing there!"6  Sing indeed: 

"The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether."7 

The hand of God that "presseth me sore"8  is the same hand from which no one may ever seize 

us.9  There is wonderful security in that blessed hand, for faithful discipline is a mark of His 

love,10  love that never fails, or ever ceases.

Maybe Achan did not "rest in hope"11  in his Valley of Trouble, but he could have, and so can 

we.
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CHAPTER 8 JOSHUA 8

PATTERN FOR VICTORY
It is a strong comfort to know that the unchanging God who gave His people such a sweeping 

victory at Ai, is no less interested in our battles today. That great event can teach us a lot about 

the victory God provides. And what could be more important or helpful?1  Let's look.

The battle plan at Ai was divinely preconceived, down to the smallest detail (as was the wor-

ship service afterwards2). It was not something Joshua had to figure out, or just "play by ear." 

Even the spear that signaled the ambush and served as a spiritual energizer for the warriors, 

God ordered that. Joshua had only to hear and to obey. Success waits for just that simplicity.

We are prone today to place strong emphasis on the importance of the individual. We tend to 

read the Bible quite selfishly, and may perhaps carelessly find application only for ourselves 

in passages that are--really--quite meaningless apart from the church. The victory at Ai was a 

corporate victory.

The church is baptized in the fire;3  it can't live in the smoke! If we settle for less than the vic-

tory portrayed at Ai, we will not have victory at all. "They let none of them remain or escape." 

God demands that attitude toward territory Satan has occupied. If every trace of a cancer is not 

removed, it will grow right back. The victory at Ai was an absolute victory.
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PATTERN FOR VICTORY
After the city had been totally obliterated, Joshua reinforced for God's people the basis for 

their victory. Together they attended to that without which there is never victory: worship, the 

Word of God, and one other thing.

They built an altar exactly as God had instructed, with stones He Himself had cut. They wor-

shipped--and not only spontaneously--but according to the pattern they had been given by 

God.

It is all but staggering to realize the place that the Scripture had in the lives of these people. 

The amount of time that was spent in the public copying and reading of it was tremendous. 

Small wonder that they prevailed so gloriously.

The other thing: There was a clear understanding that victorious day of the Covenant God has 

imposed on His people. The Ark of that Covenant, which spoke of God's presence, and con-

tained symbols of His Law and His power, was always central. No Ark of the Covenant, no 

victory.

Covenant people are like jars set aside for the Temple, sanctified for God. They were only for 

Him. Are we only for Him?
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THEREFORE CHOOSE LIFE
THEREFORE CHOOSE LIFE

What a day of worship it must have been.4  See the altar, built with those God-cut stones, the 

offerings, the eating and rejoicing, the placarding of the Word of the Lord. Six tribes stood on 

the slopes of one mountain, six on the other, with the Levites in the valley between. As the 

priests loudly recited God's solemn cursings and blessings, all the people responded antipho-

nally, and their amens echoed back and forth across the great amphitheater.

Much popular religion seems to know nothing of such beautifully sound and holy posture and 

balance. It concerns itself primarily--think about it--with God's warnings and punishments, or 

with His commendation and rewards. We are repeatedly shown both throughout Scripture, and 

clearly commanded to fear as well as to love God. To emphasize one above the other is to 

preach "another gospel," and serve a false god.5 

The cursings of Mt. Ebal or the blessings of Mt. Gerizim--the worshippers God is seeking are 

not situated in either place. His new covenant priests stand well between, with the Ark, exalt-

ing God in spirit and in truth.6  That's where there is revelation; that's where Jesus is.7
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CHAPTER 9 JOSHUA 9

DANGEROUS AUTHORITY
God has delegated tremendous authority to His people. We know that must be true--Jesus 

Himself said it --but we can hardly believe it. Jesus startles us by speaking of our actually hav-

ing power to remit and retain sin,1  to move mountains,2  and of whatever we bind or loose 

being confirmed in Heaven!3  He left word concerning our access to "the keys of the Kingdom 

of Heaven,"4  and about the Heavenly Father granting any agreeing two of us whatever we 

ask.5  It is hard to grasp such a doctrine. All of the New Testament doctrines are like that. 

They are too profound, too lofty, too perfect. We need help even to perceive them. And that is 

one reason God gave us the Old Testament. It is here we find these doctrines in their most sim-

ple, most fundamental form. And here are the wonderful illustrative stories that open the win-

dows of our understanding.

Paul tells us we are "workers together with Christ."6  An ambassador must be in constant com-

munication with his government, without which he would not dare to act. This 9th chapter of 

Joshua shows us what happens when God's people presumptuously use His name without first 

seeking His counsel.

Relying only upon his own cursory judgment, Joshua foolishly extended God's Covenant to 

the Gibeonites, exposing his people to every kind of corruption, and locking Israel into a hea-

then alliance that would still be costing them 3 centuries later.7 
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DANGEROUS AUTHORITY
What Joshua and the princes of Israel did--impatiently exercise the authority of God's name--

is very serious. "Above all things" don't do that, we are warned.8  It put the congregation in 

terrible danger, for they murmured against the leaders; the sin of Korah, that flirts with death.9 

The oath that Joshua so quickly gave the Gibeonites granted them immediate immunity,10  

released stones from heaven, arrested the sun and moon, and wiped out five nations of their 

enemies.11  It provided a place, later, for the Ark of the Covenant to rest when it was released 

by the Philistines.12  It caused the execution of 7 of Saul's "sons," and permitted the Gibeo-

nites, after 700 years, to be included among those chosen to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.13  

An oath before the Lord is powerful stuff. It was then; it is now.

If we will hear it, Joshua's failure can speak to us. God grants His children the privilege of act-

ing in His name, but He never intended that authority to be separated from His counsel. It is 

only independent authority that is dangerous.
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THE GIBEON MODEL

It is normal to be afraid when God manifests Himself in great power and glory, when He 

invades that territory occupied in rebellion against Him.  But how people employ that fear 

determines whether they will be ally or alien, His friend or His foe. It is not essentially differ-

ent now than it was in the conquest of Canaan. For the issue is not Joshua, but what God has 

sovereignly determined.

Those who genuinely fear God will either fight or follow Him. The Gibeonites, though their 

neighbors all agreed to resist God, schemed for peace,14  doing just what we must do. It is the 

only thing that will avail. They came helplessly, without options, in the boldness of despera-

tion. Representing themselves as eligible for mercy, they said they lived "very far off."15 

Isn't that exactly our claim? We were "strangers from the covenants of promise, having no 

hope;"16  as worthy of destruction as any Gibeonite. But our Joshua received us at His table, 

extended His eternal Covenant, and counted us as citizens that live beyond the borders of 

God's wrath. We were willing to be His slaves,17  but he numbered us among the nobility of 

Heaven, and called us His friends.18 
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CHAPTER 10 JOSHUA 10

BEST HELP FOR THE WORST PEOPLE
Sometimes something quite complex can be understood more easily if we look first at its 

shadow. Without the "distractions" of color and detail, the very simplicity of a shadow can 

bring insight. The shadows and types and illustrations of the Old Testament are only elemen-

tary representations of the great New Testament truths, but as with maps, we would be often 

lost without them.

Just as Jesus Himself is a kind of "man-sized" picture of God, so we see Jesus by looking at 

Joshua. And the condemned, deceiving Gibeonites portrayed in the Book of Joshua--can you 

see it?--they are like us.

We can surely identify with these Gibeonites when they were threatened by their former allies, 

who were furious that they had "made peace with Israel." Though they were a great city with a 

mighty army, they were no match for five armies. They knew nothing of the modern foolish-

ness of supposing it is an expression of faith to never admit need. They called for help.

And the Gibeonites knew where to turn for help. (The church of Jesus Christ is so beautifully 

prefigured here!) "The Lord fought for Israel," and "hearkened unto the voice" of their Joshua. 

If we are in trouble, and need extraordinary help, these ancient Gibeonites point the way.
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BEST HELP FOR THE WORST PEOPLE
Do we understand how to qualify for God's miraculous help? The Gibeonites did. They had 

exercised the "beginning of wisdom" by fearing God1  and making a league with His people. 

And though they were in servitude, they were in! And God was now committed to them. 

When someone touches any of God's servants, God takes it very personally.

It was immaterial that the Gibeonites were merely "hewers of wood and drawers of water."2  

Joshua had extended the Covenant to them, and with it, all its provisions. They were covered, 

and they knew it. Do we know as much?

The Gibeonites knew something else they can teach our generation. They understood the dif-

ference between fact and feelings. Only vassals, they may have felt totally unworthy of help 

from God's army. But they called for it quite bolding, because the Covenant is a fact, and feel-

ings are, well, just feelings.

Perhaps the most encouraging thing for us in this story of the Gibeonites is the amount of help 

they received. Joshua brought the entire army with him, including "all the mighty men of 

valor." God's best help is for the least one in His kingdom.
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REST ASSURED

What an indescribable rest there is in knowing we are safe, that God will never withdraw His 

protection and presence from us!3  The Covenant He has extended to us, like His gifts and 

calling, is irrevocable.4  It is hard to get discouraged, and impossible to lose when the God 

who cannot lie5  promises victory before the battle even begins.6 

It is true that to be in league with God is to inherit His enemies, to incur all the hatred reserved 

for Him, and to be attacked on all sides. It is equally true that God takes the responsibility for 

that. Our enemies are closer and more fierce than those of the Old Covenant, but the formula, 

the basic principle is the same. It is up to us merely to stand firm and be still.7  Whatever fight-

ing there is to be done, He'll do it.8  He knows how to throw enemies into confusion before they

even get to us,9  and to so deal with them that, when He's finished, there'll be not so much as a 

critical word against us.10 

Covenant victory is total, unconditional, unencumbered victory; no survivors, no prisoners.11  

Everything within us that is in opposition to God's Kingdom, every enemy of our soul has to 

go. That's a promise. That's a Covenant promise.
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CHAPTER 11 JOSHUA 11

DON'T CHOKE ON JOSHUA 11:20
Modern Christians consume a lot of spiritual junk food. It is packaged attractively, delight-

fully "tasty," and very popular, but it does not edify (build us up). The sustenance we need is 

Scripture, and not just a little motto verse now and then--skim milk to tide us over--but a 

good, daily solid, balanced diet of the Word of God; large, healthy portions, well masticated 

and digested. Strong meat for strong Christians.1 

We may find it tough at first, but Joshua 11:20 is rich in nutrients. This is the verse that speaks 

of God hardening the hearts of the Canaanites, "that He might destroy them utterly."

There is great encouragement in knowing we serve a God who is all-powerful, who can not 

only wipe the wicked off the face of the earth at will, but control exactly, even the thoughts 

and intents of their hearts.2 

There is great reassurance in this verse about the promises of God: He keeps them! And 

though it has been decades since God reminded Moses He would destroy the evil Canaanites, 

He did not forget. God remembers.

This verse helps us remember the terror and certainly of judgment, so that "we may serve God 

acceptably with reverence and godly fear: for our God is as consuming fire."3 
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DON'T CHOKE ON JOSHUA 11:20
When we consider the long-suffering of God, there is great comfort in this text. God told 

Abraham He would wait to destroy the Canaanites until the cup of their iniquity was full.4  He 

waited for seven centuries! Our God is a patient God.

He is a merciful God. We can see that in this verse, too. God did not require His people to 

massacre unresisting innocent people. (Think what an enormously difficult and demoralizing 

task that would have been.) As for the incurably vile Canaanites, their execution was inevita-

ble. It would have been no kindness to prolong their infecting of the world.

The vindication of the righteous is clearly shown in this verse. The earth is the Lord's.5  The 

heathen occupying Canaan had absolutely forfeited any claim to this land. Justice triumphs 

here.

And there is something of the magnitude of God's grace in this verse. It is in the awful punish-

ment of the wicked that we see the contrasting reward of the righteous. No one has a claim 

upon God; only His infinite grace could number any of us among His chosen people.

There is good solid nourishment in Joshua 11:20. Chew well.
“First Rest - Then Victory” 32



SHALL NOT THE JUDGE DO RIGHT
SHALL NOT THE JUDGE DO RIGHT

When we encounter a seemingly difficult passage in the Bible, such as Joshua 11:20, the first 

step must not be an attempt to explain--or even understand it. The initial and most fundamen-

tal thing is to simply receive and whole-heartedly believe it. The ability to comprehend and to 

teach the Scripture has more to do with the gift of God than anything else, and comes readily 

to the one who is humbly committed to the unerring authenticity of His Word, and who 

"abides in Him."6  When we walk with Jesus, he opens our eyes, the Scripture and our under-

standing.7  He does.

The text at hand is not an obscure one. What is said here can be found throughout the Bible. 

The Lord respects Abel's offering, but not Cain's,8  He flushes the wicked from the earth,9  

loves Jacob, but hates Esau,10  hardens Pharaoh's heart,11  sends Isaiah to preach to people 

whose eyes and ears He has already closed,12  ordains people to either eternal life or condem-

nation,13  proclaims vengeance and judgment14 --the severity of God is as certain as His good-

ness.15  The Bible is replete with both.

We have no obligation to defend God. The opinions of men are of no moment or threat to 

Him. He is the Lord of all; He does as He will.
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CHAPTER 12 JOSHUA 12

PHILOSOPHY OR HISTORY -- CHOOSE
Real kings really died. This twelfth chapter of Joshua is a list of actual evil kings who were 

justly put to death--executed exactly as it was pre-written they would be. This is not a fictional 

account to be just spiritualized and served up as a clever allegory to prop up our religious 

beliefs. This is history.

Now, Joshua's destruction of these doomed Canaan kings is an excellent illustration of the tri-

umph of our Joshua who, as King of kings and Lord of lords invites us to "the supper of the 

great God; that ye may eat the flesh of kings."1  But the point is that this illustration is a series 

of real historical events, and not mere ideas.

That is one of the beautiful differences between Christianity and the religions of man. It is one 

great thing that separates the real from the counterfeit. The religions of man are based in phi-

losophy, in what is thought; Christianity is based in history, in what has happened.

The roots of Christianity are in the rich data of the old Testament and come into full bloom in 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ. "We have not followed cunningly devised fables;"2  the resur-

rection is one of the most solidly documented facts of history. Certainly there is no ancient 

incident more completely or widely evidenced than the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. 

People saw Him by the hundreds after His resurrection, and countless details of those events 

were recorded in Scripture, some of them centuries before they happened!
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PHILOSOPHY OR HISTORY -- CHOOSE
The philosophies of many of man's religions sound quite plausible in their explanation of the 

universe, and their reasonings about our existence and behavior. Some of these thought sys-

tems are very complex and brilliantly imaginative, and they appeal to the proud and gullible. 

But expecting ultimate reality in the philosophies of man is like searching for a black cat in a 

darkened room at midnight--and the cat isn't there.

Christianity is a factual faith, and not just an experience-centered belief. We need to know 

that.  Our ranks have been infiltrated by traitors who glory in "explanations." Jesus did not 

feed the multitude, it was kind of a psychological manipulation, they say. He just made them 

feel as though they had been fed. "Yes," a simple Believer quipped, "and then they gathered 

up twelve baskets full of psychology afterwards!"3 
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GOD IS GREATER THAN HISTORY

The Bible is no mere history book, but its teachings are woven clearly and beautifully into the 

tapestry of history.4  And this fabric is as closely knit as it is without flaw. The Scriptures are 

no miscellaneous collection of random thoughts gathered together by chance. They are a per-

fectly ordered, marvelously multicolored revelation of the unfathomable mind of God.

The events of history unfold and are compacted, individuals and things appear and recede, 

thoughts and actions occur and have their effect, all exactly as ordained.5  There are no acci-

dents, no circumstances unforeseen to God.

History has meaning and purpose because the only wise God sits at the apex of eternity, view-

ing and governing, simultaneously, all past, present and future.6  Nothing that has ever hap-

pened or will happen is early or late,7  muted or amplified beyond divine intention 

(irrespective of what our petty, temporal perception may tell us). He really is the Lord God 

Almighty.

God's sovereignty is not determined by man's believing,8  behaving,9  or understanding.10  He 

is not held hostage to our sometimes wicked, and often capricious will. How grateful we may 

be for that! History reflects the Lord.11 
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CHAPTER 13 JOSHUA 13:1-2

IS THE BIBLE CONTRADICTORY?
The book of Joshua contains what seems to be a strong contradiction. The land that is spoken 

of in the eleventh chapter as having been completely  conquered, is described in the thirteenth 

chapter as an absolutely unsubdued land. It's a problem not unlike the one postured by 

Hebrews 2:8, where we are told in the most forceful language that God has not exempted any-

thing from being under the foot of man. And then the text says, "But now we see not yet all 

things put under him."

"But we see Jesus," it states immediately. Jesus Himself, however, presents us with the very 

same dilemma. In His last recorded prayer on earth He ways, " I have finished the work."1  Yet 

Paul tells us later that Jesus "will finish the work."2 

Obviously, there is a difference between the Finished Work and the Unfinished Work. And 

that is why the Scriptures can speak repeatedly of the sufferings of Christ being final, "once 

for all,"3  and still command us to "fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ."4 

Grammarians use a word unfamiliar to many of us: antinomy. It's a good word, the under-

standing of which would resolve many doctrinal struggles. When honest, thorough inquiry 

reveals the existence of two parallel truths seemingly irreconcilable, yet both undeniable, we 

have an antinomy. Let it be. Early Christians spoke easily of things often fought over today. In 
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IS THE BIBLE CONTRADICTORY?
Acts 2:23--in less than one sentence!--an understanding of both God's Sovereignty and Man's 

Responsibility is assumed.5 

The New Testament is rich in antinomy. For example: You were reconciled; you need to be 

reconciled.6  You are clean; you need to be washed.7  Jesus did perfect those who are being 

perfected.8  He dealt with sin completely and finally, but we must still deal with it, even to the 

remitting or retaining of it.9  We are to work out our own salvation, yet the willing and doing 

are God's work.10 

Jesus could say, in His last words on the Cross, "It is finished."10  And Joshua could die with 

the same satisfaction, because what he did in Canaan was complete. "The land that yet 

remaineth to be possessed" was something else; the same geography, but a different ministry.

When Christ called Lazarus from the dead, he came forth fully alive. The disciples were told 

to set him free, "loose him, and let him go."12  But that was something else.
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A GREATER INHERITANCE

JOSHUA 13

"God was their inheritance."13  Well, that is certainly better than real estate! The Levi tribe 

was chosen "to come near" to the Lord, to minister unto Him."14  They had other responsibili-

ties that involved people, but the primary duty of Levites--particularly priests--was to be 

before the Lord.

It's beautiful: a group proving themselves so loyal, so committed they were uniquely blessed. 

How wonderful, then, the New Testament picture of all Christians as priests.15  Jesus 

"ordained twelve, that they should be with Him, and that He might send them forth."16  That's 

the pattern: relationship first, then service; first God, then people.

Backslidden Levites are relegated to a lesser ministry "for the people." It is their punishment! 

and stands in stark contrast to the role given to those who remain true. "They shall come near 

to my table."17 

In the original model, compared to their devotion to God, priests had no "sight" for their own 

families.18  Jesus confirms this priority when he declares that loving even our closest relatives 

more than Him disqualifies us from being His disciple.19  If Christ and His Bride do not truly 

come first in our affections, why call Him Lord?
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CHAPTER 14 JOSHUA 14

HOW DO YOU GET LIKE THAT?
It is a kind of "spiritual osmosis." It happens slowly, sometimes almost imperceptibly, but it 

happens. It may not be very detectable for a long while, but it begins to occur immediately. 

When we spend time with someone in close relationship, something of that person's spirit 

passes into us. That is God's intention for marriage. It is the basic fact in all leadership training 

in the Kingdom of God. Impartation. It is what is happening between Moses and Joshua, Eli-

jah and Elisha, Paul and Timothy.

And there is a strong acceleration of impartation in the ministry of the laying on of hands. So, 

while it is generally true that "He that walketh with wise men shall be wise;"1  we are told, 

more particularly, "Joshua....was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands 

upon him."2  In that single act, in addition to all that accrued before, something of Moses 

passed into Joshua. Wow! It's enough to make us careful who we spend our time with--and 

certainly whom we allow to lay their hands on us. What kind of a spirit is being imparted? We 

had better know.

"When a person is fully trained, he will be like his teacher"--that is what Jesus said.3  And, 

notice, He did not say that the student will simply know what the teacher knows, but that he 

will be like his teacher. That is scary--or blessed, depending upon who is doing the teaching.
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HOW DO YOU GET LIKE THAT?
Impartation is real and powerful. The woman with the issue of blood was dramatically healed 

when something went out of Jesus into her, "for I perceive that virtue is gone out of Me,"4 He 

said.  This is not just moral influence or some kind of psychological impact. It is far more sub-

stantial than that. It is nothing less than the invasion of one spirit by another.

The Bible says Caleb had "another spirit,"5  and contrasts him sharply with these who "made 

the heart of the people melt." What we are is what reproduces. It is the unerring law of the uni-

verse: each after its own kind. Caleb is dead, but that courageous spirit is still multiplying on 

the earth.

Caleb "wholly followed the Lord."6  Translated literally, he was "filled up" with following the 

Lord. There was no room for anything else.

The gift that Caleb bequeathed his daughter points beautifully to impartation: "springs of 

water."7  Oh, that we might also drink deeply of that same great well.
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SHINING IN THE MIDST 8
SHINING IN THE MIDST 8 

I don't have to be a priest to "wholly follow the Lord."9  Caleb wasn't. He wasn't even a Lev-

ite, and he was fifteen years past his "threescore and ten" when he called for the greatly forti-

fied, giant-filled high ground for his inheritance.10  He is strong to "do exploits" because he 

knows the Lord. And that intimate relationship is not reserved for professional religionists.11 

Moses says he wishes all the Lord's people were prophets.12  Any of us can have the spiritual 

power and reward of someone who has a special calling because the issue is knowing the 

Lord, being sanctified, set apart just for Him.

God intends that the Levitical spirit of serving only Him should mark every one of His chil-

dren. The Lord is not just a source of spiritual strength to attain our goals--not when we under-

stand what it means to be a disciple--He is the goal! He is our Treasure beside which all other 

gold and gain are only trifles. He is the God who is enough.

The Levites are to be in the world, but not of the world; our own exact commission.13  They 

are shut into God, but they are not monastic; they are sprinkled through the land like salt. And 

is that not just what Jesus meant we were to be, sanctified seasoning?14 
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CHAPTER 15 JOSHUA 15

A LOT FOR PROFIT
God is looking for a profit. Whatever else Jesus' parables of the talents and the pounds teach, 

they certainly teach that.1  God is expecting an increase of the "riches of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints."2 

We might think we could gain more for the Lord if our lot in life were different. We could 

raise a better crop if we had a more fertile field. But God does not change His mind in this 

matter. "The gifts and calling of God are without repentance."3  And He made no mistakes 

when He determined the assignments in the beginning.

The distribution of the Promised Land was by lot, a method over which none of the Tribes had 

any control whatsoever. A great deal of tribute has been paid to competitive self-determina-

tion, but the simple truth is that we are totally dependent upon God in every area of our lives. 

Our entire world is established and regulated by lot. And God controls the lot.

The lots were cast for Israel at Shiloh. Shiloh means tranquillity. But there is no peace for 

those who will not lay aside the carnal concepts of "fairness" and "rights" and "reason," and 

fully accept what God has set in place. As long as there is disappointment with God's appoint-

ments, there can be no peace--or joy either.
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A LOT FOR PROFIT
It wasn't just the lot. God prescribed the exact boundaries of what the lot determined. The 

word "border(s)" is used sixty-three times in the last half of the book of Joshua. Borders are 

important to God. He is very serious about getting a profit from each separate allotment, and 

about our not usurping the work of others. "Don't move your neighbor's landmark," God has 

warned.4  Tend to your own garden. We each have a full-time job in our own jurisdiction.

Borders mean order. They define responsibility, and tell us where we belong. They protect us 

from being overwhelmed, ministering beyond our measure of faith,5  or going where we have 

not been sent.6  Sometimes it takes more grace not to serve than to serve. What a relief to trust 

the wisdom of God in the limitations He ordains.

There are two illustrations of the principle of profit in this fifteenth chapter of Joshua, one 

positive and one negative. In the area that was given to Caleb, the enemy was completely 

driven out. At Jerusalem, however, Judah gave God no gain for His investment. They left a 

deficit there that haunts eternity.

Maybe they just wanted a better lot.
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CHARACTER IS BY CHOICE

Our character is formed by the choices we make. There is no shortcut, and no amount of 

resolve or prayer and fasting, or laying on of hands will alter that fact. If we have established 

a pattern of making poor choices, we can receive the gift of repentance and begin moving in 

the new direction of wisdom; that's grace, but the development of strong character traits takes 

time. God ordained it. Spiritual fruit,7  if it is to be mature and bear a reproducing seed, must 

grow and develop. It is not enough that godly character exist in us (lives), but that it function 

(walks).8  Its purpose is not to reflect credit upon ourselves (vain glory9), but upon the Gar-

dener.

When Caleb said in his youth, "We are well able," and in old age, "I am as strong this day as I 

was," he was choosing faith over fear.10  He chose humility when he added, "If the Lord 

delight in us," and "If the Lord will be with me."11  Choices not only determine his character 

(and eternal status!); they become his richest bequest.

Caleb bequeaths his daughter the influence of a lifetime of righteous choices. When she saga-

ciously and boldly requests those springs for her arid land,12  she is simply exercising a well-

ingrained family characteristic. The best fruit is for the best followers.13 
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CHAPTER 16 JOSHUA 16

KILL THE CANAANITES!
It is like a cancer between them, infecting them both. Jerusalem, occupied by the wicked 

Jebusites, divides the territories of Judah and Benjamin. Does Judah suppose she is being mer-

ciful when she allows them to remain? A persistent disorder in the City of Peace--it's as if a 

surgeon would compromise with a malignant tumor, and leave some of it inside the patient so 

not to act too harshly; or if the doctor would say, "Removing all the cancer is too difficult. It 

isn't worth the effort. After all, I did get most of it; you should be happy" (all the way to the 

mortuary!). It is not a kindness to sympathize with evil.

The pollution--and that is exactly what their name means--of the Jebusites, and the other 

Canaanite people is so great and so horrible, that God has ordered their extinction. Every tribe 

in Israel fails to completely obey that order. And the multiplying destructive results of that 

failure extend to this day.

Think of the subtle, but so deadly contamination of God's intention for His people, as they 

mingle and intermarry with these mortally diseased heathen. That's what is so terrifying in the 

corruption of immorality--its subtle nature; and why a cupful is worse than a panful. It is bet-

ter to have the country completely overrun with them, than to allow a remnant to remain. If 

their influence is more flagrant, and not so seemingly innocent, it might be dealt with strictly, 

as God commands.
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The natural man reasons that if a lot of Canaanites are bad, a few are good. But God won't set-

tle for good. Good is the enemy of the best, and damns obedience with faint compliance. A 

thousand times better that sin "become exceeding sinful,"1  than just sinful. Let it be magni-

fied until it can be seen for what it is!2  And that is why God tells us that cold is better than 

lukewarm.3  Hot or cold, one or the other, but let it be plain.

As long as sin is kept "within bounds" it will be tolerated, and as long as it is tolerated it will 

go on doing its evil work. Dressed up and perfumed, sin seems not so bad, even harmlessly tit-

illating at times. But little foxes spoil vines.4  They are so cute, these little jackals. But when 

the vines are dead, there is no more wine. It's wine or spoilers. We have to choose.
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When God destroys the wicked, we know that it is an administration of justice,6  but it is also 

an act of kindness. The Scripture declares that the Lord smote Egypt's firstborn, drowned Pha-

raoh and his army, killed evil kings and repossessed their lands--all because he is merciful.7  

Mercy is the explanation!

Rejecting the foolish posture of presuming to defend or even to comprehend God in this mat-

ter, we simply accept and proclaim it: God's judgment is blessed.8 

When God condemns Cain to exile "east of Eden"9   He is redeeming him with a new begin-

ning. And then we see him, obviously no longer an outcast, begetting a son, building a city, 

and naming them both Enoch! (dedication). His trouble is his door of hope.10 

The Prodigal Son only "came to himself" after he is--in the words of the Psalmist--under a 

wicked man in a desolate place.11  The wasting that God permits Satan to bring into Job's life 

is the best thing that ever happens to him. It results in twice the blessing he would have had 

otherwise,12  a double reference in the Old Testament, and a commendation in the New.13  

God is good.
“First Rest - Then Victory” 48



CHAPTER 17 JOSHUA 17

VICTORY IS VOLITIONAL
We can win. Whatever our size or situation, we can win. Any David can beat any Goliath 

when we know how.1  It is not a matter of a certain formula--you can say it a lot of different 

ways; the Bible does--but victory is not only possible, it is axiomatic: Christians win. If I am a 

Christian and not winning, I can.

This seventeenth chapter of Joshua tells about a man who had no sons. The Land of Promise is 

being divided among the male heirs of Jacob, and this man does not have any. He does have 

some daughters, and they know the Word of the Lord. They know that God had made a provi-

sion for them,2  and they insist upon claiming it. They might have spent their lives bemoaning 

they had no brothers. Instead, they focus on what they do have.

The negative illustration of this principle of focusing is found in the sons of Joseph who are 

neglecting the land they had been given, and are asking for more.3  These desert nomads were 

not thinking of clearing the forested hills, they have their eyes on the valleys. Their vision is 

blurred by the strong men and iron chariots down there. They do not seem to know how to lift 

their sights to see the clear potential of their inheritance.

The secret of winning is to focus on what God has given us, and not on what He hasn't--and to 

persist, to press on to complete victory. The tribe of Manasseh does not do that. They cannot 
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drive the enemy from their inheritance, and even after they are able to do so, they don't. They 

are satisfied with slaves, and forfeit their victory by choice.

The size and strength of the enemy is not the issue.4  It never is. The issue is believing. It is 

just that simple. It is always a question of whether we will believe the circumstances, or 

whether we will believe God. Every failure in behaving is first a failure in believing.

And so, it is not so much a matter of a certain pattern as it is a persistence: to tenaciously con-

tinue to believe and obey God--that's the victory.

There are patterns, of course, and we need to see them clearly. That is one of the reasons why 

we study the Bible, and the Book of Joshua in particular. But once we have understood a Bib-

lical model or principle, to be satisfied with mere knowing is to be flagrantly disobedient. And 

disobedience is treason. It comes down to that: victory or treason.
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Why do God's people settle for anything less than total victory? Its provision is so absolute 

("more than conquerors"5); its reward so tremendous ("a crown of righteousness"6). What 

motive could there in compromising with evil? Will the enemy of our souls become weaker if 

he is not opposed? Has He become our friend when he is appeased?

God never intended us to coexist with the Devil, learning to live with sin, "keeping it under 

control." Our Lord demands separation7  and overcoming.8  And whatever God requires, God 

supplies. We are without excuse.

We are repeatedly told, but sometimes do not seem to hear or understand--or else we keep for-

getting: to sin is to surrender ground to Satan. But if we will know--lay hold upon--the truth, 

we can be free.9  "I cannot" is a lie; the truth is we can. Jesus Christ Himself is the emancipa-

tion,10  and He will be found of everyone who seeks.11 

God is not mocking us. If He tells us not to give place to the Devil,12  then we need not to do 

so. And every ground we have allowed the Deceiver to occupy may be recovered. The only 

power Hell can have over us is what we by ignorance or indolence permit. We belong to the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Victory is our birthright.
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CHAPTER 18 JOSHUA 18

THE GOD WHO WAITS
The Biblical evidence is so strong concerning the fixed order and the unalterable purposes of 

God that it is not surprising that many thoughtful people struggle with questions about prayer 

and missions. If life is predetermined, then why pray? Why send out missionaries? Why evan-

gelize or witness at all? Some Christians actually become fatalistic, taking a kind of que sera 

sera attitude toward life.

What is man's responsibility in the economy of God?

When the Apostle Paul explained how he arrived in the ministry he said that Christ Jesus put 

him into it.1  That's not how most of us are apt to think about it. We remember his Damascus 

Road conversion, Ananias laying hands on him, his three years on the backside of the desert. 

We think of these things as the explanation of Paul being in the ministry. But Paul spoke of 

being set apart from birth.2  He credited his apostolic office to the will of God. God Himself 

referred to Paul as a "chosen vessel."3

Jesus said that His disciples did not choose Him, but He chose them.4  Paul tells us that every 

one of those who are justified are foreknown, predestinated and called.5  The Philippians were 

told to "work out your own salvation with fear and trembling," but informed in the same 

breath that "It is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure."6 
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Is life a matter of God's sovereignty or man's responsibility? The endless argument goes on. 

But the Biblical writers seem unaware of the question, and speak easily of both--sometimes in 

one sentence!7 

"As many as were ordained to eternal life believed."8  Here again: one sentence, two doc-

trines. The New Testament presents doctrine in its most profound, most perfect, most concise 

form. That is one reason we need the Old Testament. It is the "picture book" part of the Bible, 

the illustrations for the New Testament captions. In its rich, wonder-filled stories, the Old Tes-

tament gives a clear, uncomplicated view.

When the lots were cast at Shiloh, they revealed God's perfect predetermination. The tribes 

ended up in exactly the same relationship to Shiloh as they had been to the Tabernacle in the 

Wilderness. That's sovereignty, pure and simple. But the lots were not cast until there was a 

survey of the land. God waits for man to be responsible!
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Jesus miraculously feeds the multitude because He has compassion on them--that's the reason 

given by the Synoptic writers. John's Gospel, though, shows Jesus motivated by the desire for 

them to believe in Him, the true bread.9  There is no contradiction; it is simply the difference 

of two views: the natural and the spiritual. Similarly, Joshua writes of surveying the land and 

casting lots--man's role. But the determination of lots is of the Lord.10  It is not that what hap-

pens in the natural is untrue or unimportant, it is just that the larger truth is in another realm, 

and infinitely more significant.

In every experience there are both these dimensions. One may be apparent, but the other can 

only be supernaturally discerned.11  Elisha's servant could only see the fiery cavalry when the 

Lord opened his eyes.12  Paul's friends prophesy of the dangers awaiting him in Jerusalem, 

and beg him not to go.13  But Paul finds confirmation in their word, having already seen God's 

purpose in what they dread.14  When Lazarus is obviously dead, Jesus sees life.15  When oth-

ers can see only adultery, He sees one who can "sin no more."16 

Oh, that we might always take the spiritual perspective, exercising the mind of Christ.17  We 

do have this gift.18
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DECIDE AT SHILOH
The lots are cast at Shiloh. At the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, God's appointed leaders 

determine His will in the assigning of tribal territories in the Land of Promise. There's no bet-

ter place for such decisions. The great life-changing choices are too serious to deal with any-

where but Shiloh.

There is peace at Shiloh. The very word Shiloh means tranquillity (something our world 

knows very little about). It is a place set apart from the pressures and conflicts of this life, "a 

place of quite rest, near to the heart of God." Centrally located among the tribes, and situated 

on an isolated hill, Shiloh beautifully illustrates our sanctuary in the house of the Lord; well 

above, as it were, the clamor and confusion of this world.

It is foolish, and dangerous, and very, very costly to make great determining decisions away 

from Shiloh. When we are caught up in the feelings and finances of this world, we are 

extremely vulnerable to poor spiritual judgment. Come away to Shiloh. Peace waits for us 

here.

In our understanding of the mind of God, we need other Believers. "We comprehend with all 

saints," for it is by the church that "the manifold wisdom of God" is made known.1  God's chil-

dren are gathered at Shiloh, and "in the multitude of counselors there is safety."2 
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The Men's Pipe & Pint Club or the Ladies Lemonade Society will not do it. Nothing on earth 

will substitute for the fellowship of the saints at Shiloh; not the lodge, the service club, the 

grange, the veterans, the union, the tavern, the country club, the PTA--put together. The 

Believers in Jesus Christ are one body, one loaf, one building, one new family, branches 

attached to one Vine. They have one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one anchor, one hope; one 

joy, one song: Jesus Christ crucified, resurrected, alive forever more!

There is something else about Shiloh: God Himself is uniquely there. People speak of meeting 

God in His creation, but if you find Him there, He will lead you to Shiloh. God is always in 

the midst of His people, and His people are together at Shiloh. "This is My rest forever," He 

has said, "here will I dwell."3 

The peace of God, the saints of God--God himself is at Shiloh. If there are crucial decisions to 

be made, dare we consider them, dare we cast lots anywhere but Shiloh?
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God's people must not make decisions as the world makes them. In the world, the primary 

consideration is pragmatic: Which alternative will best achieve the desired results? And then 

the determination is made by weighing all the factors involved. Well, what's wrong with that? 

It surely seems good.4 

The problem is that such a process presupposes many things that simply are not true. What if, 

for instance, every aspect related to the decision is not known? And that is the most likely pos-

sibility. Who but God could have such knowledge?5  So, unless all the ingredients necessary 

for judgment are known, how can its soundness be trusted or its consequences even be esti-

mated?

Decision-making is safe only one way, and that is when it is "according to the word of the 

Lord."6  What is human reasoning compared to that? We serve the God who speaks,7  and 

when we are finally quiet, we can hear Him.8 

To be quiet before the Lord is to repent of all selfish motive and petty opinion, to yield all 

foolish ambition and preconceived agenda, to desire only the will and Kingdom of God. Who 

could not but hear the voice of the Lord in such a kneeling posture? Who could not but then 

obey?
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CITIES FOR REVELATION
One of the most wonderful things about the Land of Promise is the provision God makes for 

Cities of Refuge. They are so situated as to be within one day's flight of anyone who has shed 

"innocent blood,"1  and serve as a kind of protective custody until there can be a trial. Apart 

from this refuge there is no escaping the victim's nearest relative, who is sworn to be the 

Avenger of Blood.

But safety for someone who had inadvertently killed another is not the most beautiful thing 

about the Cities of Refuge. It is what these cities reveal about the nature of God, and how we 

are to relate to Him that gives them their greatest value. For, just as we can know something 

about people by what they say, so we can know God in His works, and in what He says about 

them.

The Cities of Refuge tell us something that is as important as it is self-evident. God ordains 

Cites of Refuge because He Himself is a refuge. The design is like the designer: "The eternal 

God is thy refuge."2  Refuge, in fact, is one of His names: "The name of the Lord is a strong 

tower: the righteous runneth into it and is safe."3 

Just as there are well-maintained roads leading to the Cities of Refuge, so God has made Him-

self available, and given us access. As the Psalmist tells us, "God is our refuge and strength, a 
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very present help in trouble."4  Mercy and grace are not far away, the road is wide-open, and 

all the signs are clear.

If the Cities of Refuge tell us of the goodness of God, however, they speak as absolutely of 

His severity.5  Only blood can wash out blood.6  We must not murder that which is created in 

the image of God! He is very, very serious about that. And even if a death is not caused inten-

tionally, only another death--the death of the high priest--can set the killer free. Until then he 

must remain in exile within the designated city. And in the event that death has been deliber-

ately caused, the killer must be turned over to the Avenger of Blood, even if he has "taken 

hold of the horns of the altar."7 

God's Judgment is a blessing--certainly it is if we are not guilty; it's vindication! But if we are 

guilty, judgment is still a blessing. It would be no kindness for God to allow us to "get away 

with murder." Chastisement is our assurance He is our Father...or else, "are ye bastards, and 

not sons."8
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What a refuge is our God!9  What a blessed hiding place!10  When pressed and pursued by 

everything that hates us, when our own conscience will not be still within, when the searing 

heat and "blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall, " God is our shelter and our 

shade.11  No plague, no person, no guilt--no demons of hell can more than threaten us here. 

Our City of Refuge is the Lord Himself.

In the sanctuary of God's presence, nothing can so much as touch us that He does not specifi-

cally permit. And whatever He allows is under His strict surveillance and control. All guide-

lines and contingencies are subject to His Word, which is settled forever.12  There is no entity 

of any kind anywhere that can exist or function apart from the authority of God's Word; it is 

absolute, universal and inviolable.

The six Cities of Refuge13 in the days of Joshua are safety only for those who fled to them. 

Anyone who might disdain their protection for foolish pride or fearlessness--or because of 

what and who must be left behind is subject to death. To simply procrastinate is to court exe-

cution. There is in the days of Joshua no other safe haven--nor is there now. "For who is God, 

save the Lord? and who is a rock, save our God?"14
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CHAPTER 21 JOSHUA 21

NO INHERITANCE IN THE LAND
Each of the other tribes gave them some of their own inheritance, but the Levites are not 

included when the lots are cast. God is their inheritance.1  He has chosen them to "minister 

unto Him, and to bless in His name."2  He Himself will be their reward.

Is the Lord enough? Or is He to be regarded as just a means to obtain something else? Is He 

not the One Pearl of Great Price,3  for which every "something else" is exchanged?

As those Jesus first sends forth to preach (The Twelve who are ordained "that they should be 

with Him"4), so the tribe of Levi is separated to "stand before the Lord."5  The first consider-

ation for those disciples and for the Levites is not their responsibility to the people (i.e., their 

work), but their posture before the Lord.

Like the vessels they used in the purifying ceremonies, Levitical priests are sanctified, they 

are "only for the Lord." Are we only for the Lord? What does Paul mean when he tells the 

Corinthians and the Colossians to do all to the glory of God?6  How much is all?

Is not every child of God to have a "Levitical spirit?" The Psalmist tells us that all the godly 

and the faithful--not just the Levites--are set apart for the Lord.7  Peter addresses Christians at 

large, and refers to them as holy and royal priests.8  In the Revelation, John says simply that 
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everyone who is loved and washed by Jesus Christ, He "hath made us kings and priests unto 

God."9  One of the great doctrines of the Kingdom is the Priesthood of All Believers.

And so, God has brought forth an entire Kingdom of priests, whose legacy is not really in this 

present world at all. Dimly prefigured by the Levitical inheritance, "here we have no continu-

ing city, but we seek one to come."10  Our citizenship is in God's household, Paul reminds 

us.11  Like Abraham--he understood this--we look for "a city which hath foundations, whose 

builder and maker is God."12 

The more that we understand about the City that God has prepared for us, the more we see that 

it is essentially just Jesus Himself. He is the light of it, its beauty. He is its peace and its secu-

rity. On His way to the Cross Jesus said, "I go to prepare a place for you." He was surely 

speaking of something beyond material. He said, "I will come again, and receive you unto 

Myself!"13  What more is there? He is "all and in all."14 

Oh, that we might be for our time, "cities of the Levites,"15 scattered sanctuaries of blessing 

throughout the land, enjoying the Lord, perfectly fulfilled in Him.
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It is the culminating summary text of the Book of Joshua, a superb statement of God's faithful-

ness: He gives His people all the land, all of their enemies, all His promises--and "rest round 

about!"16  We must not pass it off as "ancient history," or relegate it to someone else.

All the Bible is for all the Believers all the time. There is something here more than Israelites 

and Canaanites and a small piece of geography. Abraham understood. He "sojourned in the 

land of promise, as in a strange country."17  This Father of Believers is not looking for real 

estate! He knows what he surveys with natural eyes is only a dim shadow of a far greater 

hope.

It turns out that the Land Abraham--and all God's people--inherit is filled up with Jesus.18  

And it is in Jesus' name that we exercise authority over all our enemies.19  All the promises, 

too, are "yea and amen" in Jesus.20  He is the Rest round about.21 

Of course, there is no rest if He is not enough, if we are not content in His provision. But the 

truth is that He satisfies every holy desire and every honest doubt. He lifts all the darkness and 

settles all the turmoil. Everything He says is true, and all that we ever wanted Him to be, He 

is.
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ONE ALTAR, ONE TENT
When people discuss their philosophy or their religion, they often say, "I think [this or that]." 

But, what is the value of what "I think"? The only think that really matters has to do with what 

God has said. It is amazing how many people act as if the supreme court of the universe were 

their own opinion! What a fearful presumption.

In all of creation, time and eternity, there is only one way, one truth, one life: Jesus.1  Any 

thought, any motive, any action inconsistent with Him is evil heresy, and marked for the Fire.2  

Centuries before He would be revealed, it is prophetically written, "unto Him shall the gather-

ing of the people be."3 

God's people believe that. They have not always understood it--never, completely4 --but they 

believe it. In Joshua's day, they could not possibly comprehend how the Altar and the Tent of 

Meeting speaks so beautifully of Jesus, but they do know that these things--this place is the 

only way to God. And they are so serious about it, so zealous for it, that when they think the 

integrity of that One Way is threatened, they are ready to go to war against their own people.

As it turns out, of course, war is unnecessary; there is no danger to the Only Way after all. We 

can learn a crucial lesson here, we who are so certain we know who is acceptable to God. 

Jesus is certainly the One Mediator between God and man,5  but how much does someone 
“First Rest - Then Victory” 64



ONE ALTAR, ONE TENT
have to know about Him to know Him? And how much do we have to understand something 

for it to be true?

Helen Keller was deaf and mute and blind. But she had laboriously been taught to communi-

cate in a language of touch. When it was thought she could now understand, the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ was shared with her. Back from the child's dark, silent world came this response: 

"I knew all this before, but I did not know His name."

Jesus speaks of those who will inherit the Kingdom because of what they have done for Him. 

And then He says, they will be surprised; they won't know how they qualified; they won't be 

conscious they did anything for Him at all!6  How much do you have to know about The Way 

to be in it?

How much did Cornelius know about Jesus? Whatever faith he had was certainly clothed 

ignorance.7  Peter is commissioned to bring him some redemptive information,8  but Corne-

lius is obviously accepted by God long before he meets Peter.9  Jesus is eternal life, and Paul 

said that everyone "who by patient continuance in well-doing" seeks for glory and honor and 

immortality"--that's what they're going to get!10 
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They are ready to destroy their own people based on a rumor.12  They suppose that the spiri-

tual integrity of the entire nation is at stake, that the Eastern Tribes are rebelliously trying to 

"climb up some other way."13  They aren't, but the truth has to be established by a summit 

confrontation that includes not only the national hero,14  but royal representation from every 

one of the tribes. The question is crucial; it holds peace hostage and demands an answer.

It is true that, mostly, God's people are not judgmental--we each answer to our master15--but 

sometimes there must be confrontation. The secular authorities will not do it; the issues most 

concerning us (and God) are of no interest whatever to them. There is horizontal accountabil-

ity in the house of the Lord.

We are told not to know anyone "after the flesh."16  Seeing each other through the blood of 

Christ automatically and beautifully blinds us to most of the faults we might otherwise feel 

obligated to confront. Love is a wonderful curtain.17  Notwithstanding: whatever our reluc-

tance, there are occasions for judging in God's house.18  Better by far wholesale upheaval--

war--than corruption. The discerning wisdom God has given the church to administer is pure, 

and purity must come before peace.19 
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HOLD YOUR GROUND
If you want a formula to prevent backsliding, God gives it in the final words of Joshua. The 

people he addresses are no different than we are. And, when you think about it, their situation 

is very much like our own. We live in a "Christian nation," but it is heavily populated with 

heathen. The terrible dangers to God's people, of contamination and the temptation to compro-

mise with evil, are as great now as they were then. We need to hear what Joshua has to say.

Using a very powerful word, Joshua warns us, both positively and negatively, about cleaving: 

cleave to the Lord; do not cleave to the people of this world.1  Cling, closely adhere to, remain 

faithful and follow hard after the Lord. We do that, Joshua tells us, by obeying the Scripture.2  

The strength to do it is volitional. We can choose to be strong because it is a matter of tapping 

into God's strength. As Paul would say, "Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His 

might."3

And there must be no accommodating, no deviation "to the right hand or to the left."4  God 

demands singular, pure obedience. The issue is too serious; our very inheritance is at stake.

Cleaving means loving. And we can tell what we're cleaving to by how we spend our time and 

money. Where do we look for help? Who do we envy or admire? What gets our time gets us, 

and where our treasure is, that's where our heart is also.5  The worshipping of idols is not far 
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from any one of us. The test for idolatry involves priorities. What really comes first in our 

affections?

There is no danger of ending up in a forbidden alliance of marriage or business with an unbe-

liever if there is never a cleaving relationship with them in the first place.6  And that is what is 

commanded: no cleaving association. Joshua says it twice in this brief message.7  How many 

times does God have to tell us something? We are in the world, but we are not, in any way, of 

it.8 

God's promises are absolutely certain. His promises of evil are just as sure as His promises of 

good. He will fight for us or against us, depending upon our obedience. We can have His 

favor, possession of "the land," with authority and blessing, each one of us "chasing a thou-

sand;" or we can kindle His anger, receive the "snares and traps" of the ungodly, scourges in 

our sides, and thorns in our eyes"--and eviction.9  God really said that. God really means that. 

We can choose.
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The Psalmist describes God as our helper,10  but the larger truth is that He is not. We are the 

helper. The battle is the Lord's.11  We may "chase a thousand," but only in His strength. It is 

not us the enemy fears. The fact is that, like the child who gets money from his parents to buy 

them a gift, the only help we have to offer God comes from His own hand.12 

Jesus says it the most plainly: severed from Him we can do nothing.13  Not little. Nothing. We 

are not goats, who grow increasingly self-reliant; we are sheep, whose maturity is measured 

by dependence upon the Shepherd. Success without the Shepherd is beneath our calling, piti-

ful and unworthy of our life (which is Christ14).

If we are fighting God's battle (and not trying to get Him to fight ours!) all the ground gained 

is because He is working within us "both to will and to do."15  Even the motive!--that's Him 

too. We can work it out, this spiritual struggle for deliverance, healing and wholeness, because 

He is working it in.

There is great rest in knowing to whom the battle belongs, and focusing on Him. No sweat--

literally. That is the exact Scriptural description of those whose preoccupation is just the 

Lord.16 
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CHAPTER 24 JOSHUA 24

MAN CANNOT SERVE GOD
The last recorded speech of one of the choicest leaders ever given to the earth--that has got to 

be worthy of our closest attention. Of course, when we look more closely, we see they were 

not his words at all. "Joshua said...'Thus saith the Lord.'"1  So we are not dealing with just 

final words of Joshua, but the the Eternal Words of God. And, the New Testament reveals, the 

message is not primarily for Joshua's people at all, but for our people, "upon whom the ends of 

the word are come."2 

The theme of the message is "Serving the Lord" (something few people seem to know very 

much about). Most of us live moderately self-centered lives, trying to get God to minister to 

us, so we and "our own" can be happy, and successful, and have all our needs met (i.e., the 

kind of things for which we have been told to "take no thought"3).

Most Christians would not dream of entering into some project without asking for God's 

blessing. But that is a far cry from discovering where God's blessing is--and doing that. God 

does not intend to ratify our plans; He insists upon directing them. In Joshua's brief historical 

review, over and over and over again, God says, "I did it."4  God is not helping His people; He 

is letting His people help Him.
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MAN CANNOT SERVE GOD
But we cannot. It is impossible. The natural man cannot serve God. There is a way, but it 

involves getting rid of anything that causes us to commit idolatry. It involves the Covenant 

and the Scriptures. And it involves God's appointed leaders.

What are the verbs that pertain to these three things? How can we do them? We are told to put 

away idols and incline our heart to the Lord.5  The New Testament insight is that if we do the 

second, the first is automatic.6  The verb in the matter of God's Book is found in the previous 

chapter,7  and it has to do with persistent obedience. We learn that the same way Jesus did, "by 

the things which He suffered."8  The final verb is the same for us as it is for the Corinthians. 

Paul is an apostle to them only if they receive him as such, if they allow that fact to be "alive" 

to them.9  There is no serving of God apart from His appointed order, and our letting it be 

binding upon us.10  The dreadful alternative--it happened to Israel after Joshua died11--is for 

every man to do "that which is right in his own eyes."12 How terrifying.

Jesus says, simply, that we serve the Lord by being His friend.13 
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WHAT A MODEL!
WHAT A MODEL!

He is born a slave, his ancestors are heathen, he begins his ministry in weakness and fear, but 

he outstrips Moses in courage and obedience to God. And now there is so much spiritual 

strength and character carved into Joshua he can exercise national leadership from his death-

bed. What a man! What a model!

"Waxed old and stricken in age,"14 Joshua gathers the people, rehearses their miraculous his-

tory before them and demands an accounting of their allegiance. The proclaiming of his own 

loyalty is so convicting and powerful--"as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord"15--

repentance and faithfulness result throughout the entire nation for the lifetime of every leader 

Joshua appointed.16 

After 20 years of conquest, God's people are "weary in well-doing."17 They have fallen into 

compromise and mediocrity. The unthinkable has happened: having rebelliously failed to 

completely eradicate it, they are now horrible defiled with the idolatry still surround them. 

And though they have not forsaken the Lord entirely, they no longer either fear or really serve 

Him.18 

One man, governing and conquering with words, made the difference. God's plan is always a 

seasoned and chiseled-out leader with quickened words.19 
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CHAPTER 25 FINALLY

THREE KINDS OF PEOPLE
There are three kinds of people, and two kinds of works. Sixteen times the New Testament 

admonishes those who have ears, to hear. So, emphatically, there are those who have no spiri-

tual ears, those who have ears and hear, and those who have ears but do not hear. Rest is 

reserved for the people who have ears and hear. They are the sheep of the fold, who "go in and 

out, and find green pasture,"1  even "in the waste howling wilderness," for they have been 

found and are led by the Shepherd.2  Contented sheep forage confidently in peace and safety. 

Their grazing proceeds from the very rest that it produces. God has other sheep [ninety-nine 

times as many?3] that know nothing yet of that fold;4  "there remaineth therefore a rest"5  for 

them.

Those who have "entered into His rest"6  have repented of their dead works. Trusting now 

only in what God has done for us in Christ, they are free to exercise faith works. Dead works 

or faith works, the difference is determined by motive: dead works, if they emanate from fear, 

trying to create faith; faith works, if they are the result of faith, which is a gift. Rahab's works 

of faith justify her7 because they prove that she is believing God. She comes from rest, into 

works, that end in rest.
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THREE KINDS OF PEOPLE
Joshua cannot give us rest--only Jesus can do that--but he and his book are the ideal picture of 

it. The Old Testament is filled with perfect illustrations for which the New Testament holds 

the explaining captions.
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