
The Revelation To John 

One of the most unique and intriguing writings of all Scripture comes as a fitting conclusion to God’s 
revelation to man. It is a writing reminiscent of the recorded visions of Ezekiel and Daniel.  Its true 
Author by revelation is Jesus Christ, and the apostle John simply acts as scribe. In his last years, perhaps 
around A.D. 95– 96, the aging apostle is found exiled on the Greek island of Patmos during the reign of 
the Roman Emperor Domitian. On a particular Lord’s day, as John relates the experience, he receives 
through an angel a revelation from the Spirit of God in which he is directed to write what he sees and to 
send it to seven churches in Asia. Those churches, as well as others at this time, are facing severe 
persecution and suffering because of their faith in Christ. The circumstances therefore warrant both 
admonition and encouragement.  

What John sees and records is a prophecy1, both strange and moving, in which Christ as sovereign Lord 
engages in battle with the forces of evil and is clearly the Victor. The account is couched in figurative 
language, supernatural imagery, and verbal and numerical symbolism that is not easy to fully 
comprehend. Yet it stirs an excitement about the future for all Christians and gives hope that present 
sufferings will be lost in a victory so wonderful that the mind of man can only begin to grasp it. The 
Revelation is the consummation of God’s scheme of redemption for man, as presented systematically 
throughout the Bible.  

In the early Genesis account, God was declared to be the omnipotent Creator of the universe, worthy of 
praise for his majesty and power. The created universe was wholly good until penetrated by the power 
of Satan, who acquainted man with the evil of sin and its consequences. Because of man’s sin, man 
came to need redemption and reconciliation with God. Through his chosen nation of Israel, God 
provided for that redemption. The Old Testament records God’s power of judgment which was made 
known through Moses, the law, and the prophets. Then, as recorded in the Gospel accounts, came the 
good news that man’s Redeemer had come to earth in fulfillment of the law and prophecy. 

 Jesus the Christ brought a new righteousness of faith, a faith having the power of salvation. In dying on 
the cross and in being resurrected from the grave, Jesus triumphed over Satan’s power of death. Based 
upon that demonstration of his lordship and power, the church was born and grew to swelling numbers 
and influence. When the church was met with opposition and persecution, the apostles and other 
inspired writers penned their various epistles to encourage their fellow Christians to persevere, in 
prospect of their final redemption in the life to come. God’s scheme of redemption thus becomes the 
theme of his revelation to John. The revelation unfolds now as the aging apostle begins to relate with 
unmatched excitement the glorious vision which he has been called to share. 2 
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