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This document is a research paper dealing with the Biblical teaching of the doctrine of the Trinity. It is 
not my writing so much as research into the topic using the writings of many scholars, each quoting the 
Scripture and appropriate exegetical principles to substantiate their views. 
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A Challenge 

I recently received a phone call from someone who had visited my web site (www.biblebob.com). He said 

he had a question for me. As soon as he began I had one of those red flag moments. Was this really a 

question or was it a confrontation? It turned out that he really wanted to challenge me on the subject of 

the trinity and it became obvious that he holds the view of the Jehovah Witness community and had 

prepared (practiced) so that he could make his argument well. He seemed to be educated in Greek and 

was able to discuss, quite well, his objections to the trinity. It had been years since I had debated this 

subject and, frankly, found it difficult to recall the passages and grammatical arguments needed to 

answer his positions but as we talked the details began coming back to mind, especially about the Greek 

structure in John 1:1c which I pointed out to him. He accused me of "making up" the argument and at 

that point I hung up on him. He called back and left a message (giving me his email) stating again that I 

had “made up” my point about the Greek in John 1:1c. 

My recollection is that my first exposure to the grammatical construct of John 1:1c was from Dr. Walter 

Martin in his book “The Kingdom of the Cults”. If you have that book available you might find his 

comments there. Since I am unable to lay my hands on that book just now (I don’t have it in my electronic 

library) I decided to share the arguments and explanations of the scholars which I do have in my 

electronic library (I use Logos Bible Software). 

As I thought about that confrontation I felt there might be others who would benefit from a presentation 

of the Biblical truths that brought the Church to the position popularly called "The Trinity".  

I am not posting this to invite debate. While I am not an expert I have researched the topic and I will not 

be changing from the Biblical-Trinitarian view. Still, as an aid to those interested I am posting quotes 

from some of the many commentaries in my personal library on this subject. The footnotes will enable you 

to locate the sources for the full context of the quote(s) and further research on your own. 

Robert L Goldsby 

A Survey of Bible Doctrine 

The Deity of Jesus the Christ 

“Many in our day deny the deity of Christ, knowing that in doing so they are undermining the central 

aspect of Christianity because they have removed from it the divine Saviour. This denial is not new, for 

even in the early church there were those who did so: Ebionites, dynamic Monarchians, and the Arians all 

denied that the Son possessed full deity. In the days of the Reformation, the Socinians followed their 

example and regarded Jesus as merely a man. Schleiermacher, Ritschl, Unitarians, and liberals have done 

the same in more recent times. Today those who deny His full deity regard Jesus either as a great man (to 

be followed but not worshiped), a good man (who had the courage to die for His convictions), or a man 

more advanced than any other in His time. Along with such views of Christ goes a denial of the biblical 

accounts of His miraculous birth, death, and resurrection. 

“Popularly, opponents of His deity assert that Jesus of Nazareth never claimed to be God. It was His 

followers, they say, who made that claim for Him, and, of course, they were mistaken. This is simply not 

so, for He did claim to be God, as we shall see. Obviously opponents of Christ’s deity do not consider 
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the Bible as authoritative but feel perfectly free to question statements of Scripture as to their reliability. 

Although denying the infallibility of the Bible does not always result in denying the deity of Christ, 

denying the deity of Christ must be accompanied by a denial of the accuracy of Scripture, for there 

is simply too much evidence in Scripture for His deity to do otherwise.”
1
 

The Biblical Answer 

It is appropriate early in this paper to state clearly what we mean by the term “trinity” and “triune”. I’ve 

used the Tyndale Bible Dictionary to provide an explanation of the term. Following that I have copied 

quotes from a variety of scholars who espouse the Biblical position. I trust you will find this to be a good 

help on your journey to be a follower of Jesus the Messiah. 

Robert L Goldsby 

Tyndale Bible Dictionary 

“TRINITY* A term designating the three members of the triune God: the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

“The word “Trinity” does not appear in the Bible; it was created by scholars to describe the three 

members of the Godhead. Throughout the Bible, God is presented as being Father, Son, and Spirit—not 

three “gods” but three personas of the one and only God (see, e.g., Mt 28:19; 1 Cor 16:23–24; 2 Cor 

13:13). The Scriptures present the Father as the source of creation, the giver of life, and God of all the 

universe (see Jn 5:26; 1 Cor 8:6; Eph 3:14–15). The Son is depicted as the image of the invisible God, the 

exact representation of his being and nature, and the Messiah-Redeemer (see Phil 2:5–6; Col 1:14–16; 

Heb 1:1–3). The Spirit is God in action, God reaching people—influencing them, regenerating them, 

infilling them, and guiding them (see Jn 14:26; 15:26; Gal 4:6; Eph 2:18). All three are a tri-unity, 

inhabiting one another and working together to accomplish the divine design in the universe (see  

Jn 16:13–15).”
2
 

Hard Sayings of the Bible - A Look at the Greek Grammar 

For the caller who thinks I made up the argument on my own and, more importantly, for those of you 

interested in the grammatical construct of this passage I have included the passages below. [RLG] 

John 1:1- One God or Three? 

“How can there be a Trinity when the Old Testament insists there is only one God? If the Old Testament 

is right, how can John assert that the Word (later identified with Jesus) is God? Does this mean that the 

one God became a human being and so all of God was on earth? Does it imply there are two (or, with the 

Holy Spirit, three) Gods? Or are the Jehovah’s Witnesses correct that Jesus really is not God? What does 

the teaching of the Trinity imply anyway?” 

                                                      
1
  Ryrie, C. C. (1995). A survey of Bible doctrine. Chicago: Moody Press. 

2
  Elwell, W. A., & Comfort, P. W. (2001). Tyndale Bible dictionary. Tyndale reference library (1275). Wheaton, 

Ill.: Tyndale House Publishers. 
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“This question calls for such a profound answer that books have been written on the topic. We can 

attempt to look only briefly at what the Bible says on this topic.” 

“First, the question is quite right in implying that the Old Testament teaches that there is only one God 

or, better, that God is one. We need only look at Deuteronomy 6:4, “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, 

the LORD is one.” What is more, the New Testament also affirms the same doctrine. For example, James 

2:19 reads, “You believe that there is one God. Good!” As in Deuteronomy, an even better translation 

would be, “You believe that God is one.” The unity of God and the fact that there are no other gods 

besides him are foundational doctrines of the Bible (See Mk 12:29; Jn 5:44; Rom 3:30; 1 Cor 8:4, 6;  

Gal 3:20; Eph 4:6).” 

“Second, the New Testament also teaches that Jesus was divine. This verse is only one of several verses 

indicating this fact (see also Phil 2:6; Tit 2:13; Heb 1:3 for a few examples of other verses pointing in this 

direction). Naturally, groups like the Jehovah’s Witnesses dispute such verses. For example, they point 

out that a literal translation of the last phrase of John 1:1 reads, “God was the Word.” There is no definite 

article (the) with God, and in such cases this sometimes implies an indefinite article (a), and so they 

translate “The Word was a god.” This translation, however, is itself problematic. First, God often 

functions as a proper name, and when a proper name has been used once in a context (so that one knows 

which Peter or John or whoever one is talking about), it can be used other times without the definite 

article. Second, sentences with the verb “to be” in them (in this case, “was”) do not have a subject and an 

object, but a subject and a predicate noun or predicate adjective. In English subject and object are 

differentiated by word order. “Jim hit John” means Jim is the subject and John the object. Reverse the 

word order and Jim and John would reverse roles. In Greek you do this by special endings on the words. 

In that way you can, for example, place the object first if you want to emphasize it. Now if you have a 

sentence with a predicate noun, your endings will be the same. Yet you can indicate which is which by 

using the definite article with the subject and omitting it with the predicate noun. Thus the sentence would 

read, “The Word was God,” with God being emphasized.” 

“Finally, another reason to omit the article is if the noun is functioning as a predicate adjective, giving a 

quality of the subject. That is probably John’s main reason for not including it here (although all three 

reasons may be true). That is, John is quite aware that the Word was not all of God. The Father still 

existed separately after the Word became flesh (Jn 1:14). Thus, “The Word was God” could be 

misleading; it could imply that all of God had become incarnate in Jesus. The omission of the article 

makes this verse mean “The Word was divine” or “What God was the Word was.” In other words, the 

text is indicating that the Word had all of the qualities of God, but this text is also indicating that not all of 

God was in the Word. The Jehovah’s Witnesses ignore all of these three reasons, and instead use 

simplistic grammatical explanations to try to make the sentence mean what they wish it to mean.”  

“We are left with the question as to whether there are not three Gods. The answer is that the New 

Testament does not give us an explanation, but does give us the data which was later used to make an 

explanation of how there can be three beings but not more than one God. As we pointed out above, 

the New Testament makes clear that there is only one God. “God is one” is “bottom line” New Testament 

teaching, just as it is also true in the Old Testament. The New Testament also makes clear that Jesus (and 

also the Holy Spirit) is God. Well, then, perhaps all of God became incarnate in Jesus? This teaching, 

later called patripassionism, would solve our problem, but will not fit the New Testament data. Jesus is 
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constantly distinguishing himself from the Father. For example, in John 11:41–43, he thanks the Father 

that he has heard him and then goes on to speak of the Father’s sending him. This is part of an ongoing 

dialogue between the Father and the Son. There is a constant discussion about the Son and the Father 

which makes them equal, but at the same time distinguishes them (see Jn 5:16–23). Thus the Father did 

not become incarnate in Jesus. This is the data which the New Testament gives us (and we can find it 

outside of John as well), but it does not tell us how to explain this data. It offers facts, not a theory to 

explain the facts.” 

“The church fathers and mothers had to deal with these facts: God is one; Jesus is God; Jesus and the 

Father are not the same (and then that the Holy Spirit is also God and he is not the same as either the 

Father or the Son). The way that they put these truths together was through the doctrine of the Trinity. 

The actual word appears to have been coined about A.D. 200 by Tertullian, but it would take more than 

another 150 years to fully define the doctrine. This explanation depended on the ability of Greek 

philosophy to separate being (substance) from person. Thus they argued that there were three persons and 

yet only one being, one substance. The closest analogy which we might find in human existence would be 

instances of true multiple personality, except that because they all have to use the same limited human 

body only one personality can appear to the world at any given time.” 

“One does not need to hold the explanation with its Greek philosophical assumptions to hold the truth of 

Scripture, although we know of no better explanation. The fact is that the Scripture asserts that God is 

one, Jesus is God, and that Jesus and the Father are separate conscious centers. The Father can 

send the Son and the two of them can dialogue together. At its core this teaching is a mystery, so all 

human explanations (including the doctrine of the Trinity) are only more or less crude human 

attempts to come to terms with a divine reality that is beyond us. The doctrine points to a 

transcendent God who could yet simultaneously become a human being and then after the 

resurrection also indwell other human beings (that is, the Holy Spirit). He is a God great enough to 

rule the universe, caring enough to live a fully human life and intimate enough to live in each 

believer. This is the reality that the doctrine points to. This is the truth that John teaches. Try as we 

like, we will never understand this divine depth, yet we can still enjoy the reality of God being with us 

that the doctrine points to.”
3
 

Summary4 

 Let us quickly review what we have seen. 

1. The Trinity is not belief in three gods. There is only one God, and we must never stray from this. 

2. This one God exists as three Persons.  

3. The three Persons are not each part of God, but are each fully God and equally God. Within God's 

one undivided being there is an unfolding into three interpersonal relationships such that there are 

three Persons. The distinctions within the Godhead are not distinctions of His essence and neither are 

                                                      
3
  Kaiser, W. C., Jr., Davids, P. H., Bruce, F. F., & Brauch, M. T. (1997). Hard sayings of the Bible (490–492). 

Downers Grove, Il: InterVarsity. 
4
  This summary quoted from http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/articles/what-is-the-doctrine-of-the-

trinity where John Piper addresses this subject. 

http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/articles/what-is-the-doctrine-of-the-trinity
http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/articles/what-is-the-doctrine-of-the-trinity
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they something added on to His essence, but they are the unfolding of God's one, undivided being 

into three interpersonal relationships such that there are three real Persons. 

4. God is not one person who took three consecutive roles. That is the heresy of modalism. The Father 

did not become the Son and then the Holy Spirit. Instead, there have always been and always will be 

three distinct persons in the Godhead. 

5. The Trinity is not a contradiction because God is not three in the same way that He is one. God is 

one in essence, three in Person. 

Still More 

I recognize that there is a lot of information in this document. I am providing it for those who are hungry 

for detail. Each of the scholars present the same information but from a slightly different perspective and 

they often reveal nuances that impact different people. If, at this point, you have all you need, 

congratulations! If you are interested in additional study there is more on the following pages. 

God bless you richly 

Robert L Goldsby 
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Concise Theology: A guide to historic Christian beliefs 

GOD IS ONE AND THREE 

“This is what the LORD says— 
Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the first and I am the last;  

apart from me there is no God.” 

ISAIAH 44:6 

“The Old Testament constantly insists that there is only one God, the self-revealed Creator, who must be 

worshiped and loved exclusively (Deut. 6:4-5; Isa. 44:6– 45:25). The New Testament agrees (Mark 

12:29-30; 1 Cor. 8:4; Eph. 4:6; 1 Tim. 2:5) but speaks of three personal agents, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, working together in the manner of a team to bring about salvation (Rom. 8; Eph. 1:3-14; 2 Thess. 

2:13-14; 1 Pet. 1:2). The historic formulation of the Trinity (derived from the Latin word trinitas, 

meaning “threeness”) seeks to circumscribe and safeguard this mystery (not explain it; that is beyond us), 

and it confronts us with perhaps the most difficult thought that the human mind has ever been asked to 

handle. It is not easy; but it is true.” 

“The doctrine springs from the facts that the New Testament historians report, and from the revelatory 

teaching that, humanly speaking, grew out of these facts. Jesus, who prayed to his Father and taught his 

disciples to do the same, convinced them that he was personally divine, and belief in his divinity and in 

the rightness of offering him worship and prayer is basic to New Testament faith (John 20:28-31; cf. 1:18; 

Acts 7:59; Rom. 9:5; 10:9-13; 2 Cor. 12:7-9; Phil. 2:5-6; Col. 1:15-17; 2:9; Heb. 1:1-12; 1 Pet. 3:15). 

Jesus promised to send another Paraclete (he himself having been the first one), and Paraclete signifies a 

many-sided personal ministry as counselor, advocate, helper, comforter, ally, supporter (John 14:16-17, 

26; 15:26-27; 16:7-15). This other Paraclete, who came at Pentecost to fulfill this promised ministry, was 

the Holy Spirit, recognized from the start as a third divine person: to lie to him, said Peter not long after 

Pentecost, is to lie to God (Acts 5:3-4).” 

“So Christ prescribed baptism “in the name (singular: one God, one name) of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit”—the three persons who are the one God to whom Christians commit themselves 

(Matt. 28:19). So we meet the three persons in the account of Jesus’ own baptism: the Father 

acknowledged the Son, and the Spirit showed his presence in the Son’s life and ministry (Mark 1:9-11). 

So we read the trinitarian blessing of 2 Corinthians 13:14, and the prayer for grace and peace from the 

Father, the Spirit, and Jesus Christ in Revelation 1:4-5 (would John have put the Spirit between the Father 

and the Son if he had not regarded the Spirit as divine in the same sense as they are?). These are some of 

the more striking examples of the trinitarian outlook and emphasis of the New Testament. Though the 

technical language of historic trinitarianism is not found there, trinitarian faith and thinking are present 

throughout its pages, and in that sense the Trinity must be acknowledged as a biblical doctrine: an eternal 

truth about God which, though never explicit in the Old Testament, is plain and clear in the New.” 

“The basic assertion of this doctrine is that the unity of the one God is complex. The three personal 

“subsistences” (as they are called) are coequal and coeternal centers of self-awareness, each being “I” in 

relation to two who are “you” and each partaking of the full divine essence (the “stuff” of deity, if we 

may dare to call it that) along with the other two. They are not three roles played by one person (that is 
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modalism), nor are they three gods in a cluster (that is tritheism); the one God (“he”) is also, and equally, 

“they,” and “they” are always together and always cooperating, with the Father initiating, the Son 

complying, and the Spirit executing the will of both, which is his will also. This is the truth about God 

that was revealed through the words and works of Jesus, and that undergirds the reality of salvation as the 

New Testament sets it forth.” 

“The practical importance of the doctrine of the Trinity is that it requires us to pay equal attention, and 

give equal honor, to all three persons in the unity of their gracious ministry to us. That ministry is the 

subject matter of the gospel, which, as Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus shows, cannot be stated 

without bringing in their distinct roles in God’s plan of grace (John 3:1-15; note especially vv. 3, 5-8, 13-

15, and John’s expository comments, which NIV renders as part of the conversation itself, vv. 16-21). All 

non-Trinitarian formulations of the Christian message are by biblical standards inadequate and indeed 

fundamentally false, and will naturally tend to pull Christian lives out of shape.”
5
 

The Complete Guide to Bible Versions 

I am providing the brief quotes below to clarify the Greek grammar and to provide each of you with the 

facts in John 1:1c. [Robert Goldsby] 

1:1c and the Word was God. (RSV, NASB, NIV) 

and what God was, the Word was. (NEB) 

and he was the same as God. (TEV) 

“The Greek clause underlying these translations stipulates, according to a rule of grammar, that logos (the 

Word) is the subject and theos (God) is the predicate nominative. Another particularity of Greek is that 

the article is often used for defining individual identity and is thus absent for the purpose of ascribing 

quality or character. In the previous clause ("the Word was with God"), there is an article before God (ton 

theon)—pointing to God the Father. In this clause, there is no article before "God." The distinction may 

indicate that John did not want the reader to think the Son was the Father—but the same as the Father: 

that is, both are "God." The NEB reads, "and what God was, the Word was," and the TEV reads, "and he 

was the same as God." It can be argued, however, that the grammar (a predicate nominative without an 

article preceding the verb and subject) simply indicates that the clause should be translated as in the RSV, 

NASB, and NIV: "the Word was God."
6
 

The Beloved Disciple's Memoirs and Letters 

“ “…the Word was God” This verb is IMPERFECT TENSE as in v. 1a. There is no ARTICLE with 

Theos, but Theos is placed first in the Greek phrase for emphasis. This verse and v. 18 are strong 

statements of the full deity of the pre-existent Logos (cf. 5:18; 8:58; 10:30; 14:9; 20:28; Rom. 9:5; Heb. 

1:8; II Pet. 1:1). Jesus is fully divine as well as fully human. He is not the same as God the Father, but He 

is the very same divine essence as the Father. 

                                                      
5
  Packer, J. I. (1995). Concise Theology: A guide to historic Christian beliefs. Wheaton, Ill.: Tyndale House. 

6
  Comfort, P. W. (1991). The complete guide to Bible versions. Wheaton, Ill.: Living Books. 
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“The NT asserts that the full deity of Jesus of Nazareth, but protects the distinct personhood of the Father. 

The one divine essence is emphasized in John 1:1; 5:18; 10:30, 34–38; 14:9–10; and 20:28, while their 

distinctives are emphasized in John 1:2, 14, 18; 5:19–23; 8:28; 10:25, 29; 14:11, 12, 13, 16. 

“(John) 1:2 This is parallel to v. 1 and emphasizes again the shocking truth in light of monotheism that 

Jesus, who was born around 6–5 B.C., has always been with the Father and, therefore, is deity.”
7
 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary 

A. The Logos in eternity and time (John 1:1-5). 

“John 1:1. As far back as man can think, in the beginning … the Word was existing. The term “Word” 

is the common Greek word logos, which meant “speaking, a message, or words.” “Logos” was widely 

used in Greek philosophical teaching as well as in Jewish wisdom literature and philosophy. John chose 

this term because it was familiar to his readers, but he invested it with his own meaning, which becomes 

evident in the prologue. 

“The Word was with God in a special relationship of eternal fellowship in the Trinity. The word “with” 

translates the Greek pros, which here suggests “in company with” (cf. the same use of pros in 1:2;  

1 Thess. 3:4; 1 John 1:2). John then added that the Word was God. Jehovah’s Witnesses translate this 

clause, “The Word was a god.” This is incorrect and logically is polytheism. Others have translated it “the 

Word was divine,” but this is ambiguous and could lead to a faulty view of Jesus. If this verse is correctly 

understood, it helps clarify the doctrine of the Trinity. The Word is eternal; the Word is in relationship to 

God (the Father); and the Word is God. 

“John 1:2. The Word has always been in a relationship with God the Father. Christ did not at some point 

in time come into existence or begin a relationship with the Father. In eternity past the Father (God) and 

the Son (the Word) have always been in a loving communion with each other. Both Father and Son are 

God, yet there are not two Gods. 

“John 1:3. Why is there something rather than nothing? That is a great question in philosophy. The 

Christian answer is God. He is eternal, and He is the Creator of all things. And the Word was the agent of 

Creation (cf. 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2). All Creation was made by the Word in relation with the 

Father and the Spirit. John stressed the work of the Word. He came to reveal the Father (John 1:14, 18); 

and the work of revelation began in Creation for Creation reveals God (Ps. 19:1-6; Rom. 1:19-20).”
8
 

  

                                                      
7
  Utley, R. J. D. (1999). Vol. Volume 4: The Beloved Disciple's Memoirs and Letters: The Gospel of John, I, II, 

and III John. Study Guide Commentary Series (10). Marshall, Texas: Bible Lessons International. 
8
  Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-). The Bible knowledge commentary : An 

exposition of the scriptures (Jn 1:1–3). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
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The Interpretation of St. John’s Gospel  - Lenski 

“And the Word was with God, πρὸς τὸν θεόν. Here we note the first Hebrew trait in John’s Greek, a 

simple coordination with καί, “and,” followed in a moment by a second. The three coordinate statements 

in v. 1 stand side by side, and each of the three repeats the mighty subject, “the Word.” Three times, too, 

John writes the identical verb   ν, its sense being as constant as that of the subject: the Logos “was” in all 

eternity, “was” in an unchanging, timeless existence. In the first statement the phrase “in the beginning” is 

placed forward for emphasis; in the second statement the phrase “with God” is placed at the end for 

emphasis.” 

“In the Greek Θεός may or may not have the article, for the word is much like a proper noun, and in the 

Greek this may be articulated, a usage which the English does not have. Cases in which the presence or 

the absence of the article bears a significance we shall note as we proceed. The preposition πρός, as 

distinct from ἐν, παρά, and σύν, is of the greatest importance. R. 623 attempts to render its literal force by 

translating: “face to face with God.” He adds 625 that πρός is employed “for living relationship, intimate 

converse,” which well describes its use in this case. The idea is that of presence and communion with a 

strong note of reciprocity. The Logos, then, is not an attribute inhering in God, or a power emanating 

from him, but a person in the presence of God and turned in loving, inseparable communion toward God, 

and God turned equally toward him. He was another and yet not other than God. This preposition πρός 

sheds light on Gen. 1:26, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.”“ 

“Now comes the third statement: And the Word was God. In English we place the predicate last, while 

in the Greek it is placed first in order to receive the fullest emphasis. Here Θεός must omit the article thus 

making sure that we read it as the predicate and not as the subject, R. 791. “ ‘The Word was with God.’ 

This sounds, speaking according to our reason, as though the Word was something different from God. So 

he turns about, closes the circle, and says, ‘And God was the Word.’ ” Luther. God is the Word, God 

himself, fully, completely, without diminution, in very essence. What the first statement necessarily 

involves when it declares that already in the beginning the Word was; what the second statement clearly 

involves when it declares the eternal reciprocal relation between the Word and God—that is declared with 

simple directness in the third statement when the Word is pronounced God with no modifier making a 

subtraction or limitation. And now all is clear; we now see how this Word who is God “was in the 

beginning,” and how this Word who is God was in eternal reciprocal relation with God. This clarity is 

made perfect when the three   ν are seen to be eternal, shutting out absolutely a past that in any way is 

limited. The Logos is one of the three divine persons of the eternal Godhead.” 

“2) And now the three foregoing sentences are joined into one: This One was in the beginning with 

God. Just as we read “the Word,” “the Word,” “the Word,” three times, like the peals of a heavenly bell, 

like a golden chord on an organ not of earth sounding again and again, so the three rays of heavenly light 

in the three separate sentences fuse into one—a sun of such brightness that human eyes cannot take in all 

its effulgence. “It is as if John, i.e., the Spirit of God who reveals all this to him, meant to bar from the 

beginning all the attempts at denial which in the course of dogmatical and historical development would 

arise; as though he meant to say:  
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I solemnly repeat, The eternal Godhead of Christ is the foundation of the church, of faith, of true 

Christology!” G. Mayer.” 
9
 

Word Studies in the New Testament 

“And the Word. A repetition of the great subject, with solemn emphasis.” 

“Was with God (ἦ πρὸς τὸν Θεὸν). Anglo-Saxon vers., mid Gode. Wyc., at God. With (πρός) does not 

convey the full meaning, that there is no single English word which will give it better. The preposition 

πρός, which, with the accusative case, denotes motion towards, or direction, is also often used in the New 

Testament in the sense of with; and that not merely as being near or beside, but as a living union and 

communion; implying the active notion of intercourse. Thus: “Are not his sisters here with us” (πρὸς 

ἡμᾶς), i.e., in social relations with us (Mark 6:3; Matt. 13:56). “How long shall I be with you” (πρὸς ὑμᾶς, 

Mark 9:16). “I sat daily with you” (Matt. 26:55). “To be present with the Lord” (πρὸς τὸν Κύριον,  

2 Cor. 5:8). “Abide and winter with you” (1 Cor. 16:6). “The eternal life which was with the Father” 

(πρὸς τὸν πατέρα, 1 John 1:2). Thus John’s statement is that the divine Word not only abode with the 

Father from all eternity, but was in the living, active relation of communion with Him.” 

“And the Word was God (καὶ Θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος). In the Greek order, and God was the Word, which is 

followed by Ang.-Sax., Wyc., and Tynd. But Θεὸς, God, is the predicate and not the subject of the 

proposition. The subject must be the Word; for John is not trying to show who is God, but who is the 

Word. Notice that Θεὸς is without the article, which could not have been omitted if he had meant to 

designate the word as God; because, in that event, Θεὸς would have been ambiguous; perhaps a God. 

Moreover, if he had said God was the Word, he would have contradicted his previous statement by which 

he had distinguished (hypostatically)  God from the word, and λόγος (Logos) would, further, have 

signified only an attribute of God. The predicate is emphatically placed in the proposition before the 

subject, because of the progress of the thought; this being the third and highest statement respecting the 

Word — the climax of the two preceding propositions. The word God, used attributively, maintains the 

personal distinction between God and the Word, but makes the unity of essence and nature to follow the 

distinction of person, and ascribes to the Word all the attributes of the divine essence. “There is 

something majestic in the way in which the description of the Loges, in the three brief but great 

propositions of ver. 1, is unfolded with increasing fulness” (Meyer).”
10

 

Word Pictures in the New Testament 

“And the Word was God (και θεος ἠν ὁ λογος [kai theos ēn ho logos]). By exact and careful language 

John denied Sabellianism by not saying ὁ θεος ἠν ὁ λογος [ho theos ēn ho logos]. That would mean that 

all of God was expressed in ὁ λογος [ho logos] and the terms would be interchangeable, each having the 

article. The subject is made plain by the article (ὁ λογος [ho logos]) and the predicate without it (θεος 

[theos]) just as in John 4:24 πνευμα ὁ θεος [pneuma ho theos] can only mean “God is spirit,” not “spirit is 

                                                      
9
  Lenski, R. C. H. (1961). The interpretation of St. John's gospel (32–34). Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg Publishing 

House. 
10

  Vincent, M. R. (2002). Word studies in the New Testament (Jn 1:1). Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, 

Inc. 
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God.” So in I John 4:16 ὁ θεος ἀγαπη ἐστιν [ho theos agapē estin] can only mean “God is love,” not 

“love is God” as a so-called Christian scientist would confusedly say. For the article with the predicate 

see Robertson, Grammar, pp. 767f. So in John 1:14 ὁ Λογος σαρξ ἐγενετο [ho Logos sarx egeneto], “the 

Word became flesh,” not “the flesh became Word.” Luther argues that here John disposes of Arianism 

also because the Logos was eternally God, fellowship of Father and Son, what Origen called the Eternal 

Generation of the Son (each necessary to the other). Thus in the Trinity we see personal fellowship on an 

equality.”
11

 

The Expositors Greek Testament 

“(2) If the Word was thus in the beginning, what relation did He hold to God? Was He identical or 

opposed? ὁ λόγος ἦν πρός τὸν θεόν. πρός implies not merely existence alongside of but personal 

intercourse. It means more than μετά or παρά, and is regularly employed in expressing the presence of 

one person with another. Thus in classical Greek, τήν πρός Σωκράτην συνουσίαν, and in N. T. Mk. 6:3, 

Mt. 13:56, Mk. 9:19, Gal. 1:18, 2 John 12. This preposition implies intercourse and therefore separate 

personality. As Chrysostom says: “Not in God but with God, as person with person, eternally”.” 

“(3) The Word is distinguishable from God and yet Θεὸς ἧν ὁ λόλος, the Word was God, of Divine 

nature; not “a God,” which to a Jewish ear would have been abominable; nor yet identical with all that 

can be called God, for then the article would have been inserted (cf. 1 John 3:4). “The Christian doctrine 

of the Trinity was perhaps before anything else an effort to express how Jesus Christ was God (Θεός) and 

yet in another sense was not God (ὁ θεός), that is to say, was not the whole Godhead.” 
12

 

The Apologetics Study Bible 

“John 1:1 There is no definite article (“the”) in the Greek before “God,” so the Jehovah’s Witnesses’ 

New World Translation reads, “The Word was a god.” But sentences of this form in Greek (two nouns 

joined by a form of the verb “to be”) normally placed the article only before the subject of the sentence, 

regardless of word order. So the traditional translation, “The Word was God,” is to be preferred.”
13

 

 The Beloved Disciple’s Memoirs and Letters… 

“the Word was God” This verb is IMPERFECT TENSE as in v. 1a. There is no ARTICLE with Theos, 

but Theos is placed first in the Greek phrase for emphasis. This verse and v. 18 are strong statements of 

the full deity of the pre-existent Logos (cf. 5:18; 8:58; 10:30; 14:9; 20:28; Rom. 9:5; Heb. 1:8;  

II Pet. 1:1). Jesus is fully divine as well as fully human. He is not the same as God the Father, but He is 

the very same divine essence as the Father.” 

“The NT asserts that the full deity of Jesus of Nazareth, but protects the distinct personhood of the Father. 

The one divine essence is emphasized in John 1:1; 5:18; 10:30, 34–38; 14:9–10; and 20:28, while their 

distinctives are emphasized in John 1:2, 14, 18; 5:19–23; 8:28; 10:25, 29; 14:11, 12, 13, 16.” 

                                                      
11

  Robertson, A. (1997). Word Pictures in the New Testament (Jn 1:1). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems. 
12

  Dods, M. The Gospel of St. John (684). New York: George H. Doran Company. 
13

  Cabal, T., Brand, C. O., Clendenen, E. R., Copan, P., Moreland, J., & Powell, D. (2007). The Apologetics Study 

Bible: Real Questions, Straight Answers, Stronger Faith (1570). Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers. 
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“1:2 This is parallel to v. 1 and emphasizes again the shocking truth in light of monotheism that Jesus, 

who was born around 6–5 B.C., has always been with the Father and, therefore, is deity.”
14

 

A Biblical Theology of the New Testament 

“Explicit claims of deity. The clear and climactic assertion of Jesus’ deity in the gospel of John is found in 

Thomas’ exclamation in John 20:28, “My Lord and my God!” This is not the first time such an 

identification of Jesus occurs in the fourth gospel, however. It is introduced in the prologue and 

repeatedly emphasized throughout the gospel. John 1:1 makes three assertions about the Word (the Logos, 

identified as Jesus in 1:14). First, before the created order existed, the Word already existed. Second, the 

Word was in intimate personal relationship with God. Third, the Word was fully deity in essence (the NEB 

provides a helpful translation here: “What God was, the Word was”). Again at the end of the prologue a 

similar point is made about who Jesus is. “No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is 

at the Father’s side, has made him known” (1:18). Thus at the very outset of his gospel, John set forth his 

understanding of the person of Jesus Christ. This understanding is amplified and repeated throughout the 

remainder of the fourth gospel, reaching its climax in the confession of Thomas in 20:28. Contributing to 

John’s affirmation of the deity of Jesus are the seven sign-miracles of John 2:1–11:44 (discussed in the 

preceding section), the nonpredicated “I am” statements of the gospel of John (8:24, 28, 58; 13:19; and 

perhaps 18:5), and statements relating to the identity of Jesus and the Father. The use of the expression  

ho ōn (“him who is”) in Revelation 1:4, 8; 4:8; 11:17; 16:5 also points to the deity of Jesus.”
15

 

About Essential Truths of the Christian Faith 

25. The Deity of Christ 

“Faith in the deity of Christ is necessary to being a Christian. It is an essential part of the New Testament 

gospel of Christ. Yet in every century the church has been forced to deal with people who claim to be 

Christians while denying or distorting the deity of Christ.” 

“In church history there have been four centuries in which confession of the deity of Christ has been a 

crucial and stormy issue inside the church. Those centuries have been the fourth, fifth, nineteenth, and 

twentieth. Since we are living in one of the centuries where heresy assaults the church, it is urgent that we 

safeguard the church’s confession of Christ’s deity.” 

“At the Council of Nicea in A.D. 325, the church, in opposition to the Arian heresy, declared that Jesus is 

begotten, not made, and that His divine nature is of the same essence (homo ousios) with the Father. This 

affirmation declared that the Second Person of the Trinity is one in essence with God the Father. That is, 

the “being” of Christ is the being of God. He is not merely similar to Deity, but He is Deity.” 

“The confession of the deity of Christ is drawn from the manifold witness of the New Testament. As the 

Logos Incarnate, Christ is revealed as being not only preexistent to creation, but eternal. He is said to be 

in the beginning with God and also that He is God (John 1:1-3). That He is with God demands a personal 

distinction within the Godhead. That He is God demands inclusion in the Godhead.” 
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“Elsewhere, the New Testament ascribes terms and titles to Jesus that are clearly titles of deity. God 

bestows the preeminent divine title of Lord upon Him (Philippians 2:9-11). As the Son of Man, Jesus 

claims to be Lord of the Sabbath (Mark 2:28) and to have authority to forgive sins (Mark 2:1-12). He is 

called the “Lord of glory” (James 2:1) and willingly receives worship, as when Thomas confesses, “My 

Lord and my God!” (John 20:28).” 

“Paul declares that the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ bodily (Colossians 1:19) and that Jesus is 

higher than angels, a theme reiterated in the book of Hebrews. To worship an angel or any other creature, 

no matter how exalted, is to violate the biblical prohibition against idolatry. The I ams of John’s Gospel 

also bear witness to the identification of Christ with Deity.” 

“In the fifth century, the Council of Chalcedon (A.D. 451) affirmed that Jesus was truly man and truly 

God. Jesus’ two natures, human and divine, were said to be without mixture, confusion, separation, or 

division.”
16

 

The Expositor’s Greek Testament 

“(1) ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος. (John 1:1) ἐν ἀρχῇ is here used relatively to creation, as in Gen. 1:1 and Prov. 

8:23, ἐν ἀρχῇ πρὸ τοῦ τὴν γ ν ποι σαι; cf. 1 John 1:1. Consequently even in the time of Theophylact it 

was argued that this clause only asserts that the Logos was older than Adam. But this is to overlook the 

ἦν. The Logos did not then begin to be, but at that point at which all else began to be He already was. In 

the beginning, place it where you may, the Word already existed. In other words, the Logos is before 

time, eternal. Cf. Col. 1:18 (the article is absent because ἐν ἀρχῇ is virtually an adverbial expression).—ὁ 

λόγος. The term Logos appears as early as Heraclitus to denote the principle which maintains order in the 

world (see passages in Ritter and Preller). Among the Stoics the word was similarly used, as the 

equivalent of the anima mundi (cf. Virgil, Æn., vi., 724). Marcus Aurelius (iv. 14–21) uses the term 

σπερματικὸς λόγος to express the generative principle or creative force in nature. The term was familiar 

to Greek philosophy. In Hebrew thought there was felt the need for some term to express God, not in His 

absolute being, but in His manifestation and active connection with the world. In the O. T. “the Angel of 

the Lord” and “the wisdom of God” are used for this purpose. In the Apocryphal books and the Targums 

“the word of Jehovah” is similarly used. These two streams of thought were combined by Philo, who has 

a fairly full and explicit doctrine of the Logos as the expression of God or God in expression (see 

Drummond’s Philo; Siegfried’s Philo; Reville, Doctrine du Logos; Bigg’s Bampton Lec.; Hatch’s Hibbert 

Lec.). The word being thus already in use and aiding thoughtful men in their efforts to conceive God’s 

connection with the world, John takes it and uses it to denote the Revealer of the incomprehensible and 

invisible God. Irrespective of all speculations which had gathered around the term, John now proceeds to 

make known the true nature of the Logos. (Cf. The Primal Will, or Universal Reason of the Babis; Sell’s 

Faith of Islam, 146.)” 

“(2) If the Word was thus in the beginning, what relation did He hold to God? Was He identical or 

opposed? ὁ λόγος ἦν πρός τὸν θεόν. πρός implies not merely existence alongside of but personal 

intercourse. It means more than μετά or παρά, and is regularly employed in expressing the presence of 

one person with another. Thus in classical Greek, τήν πρός Σωκράτην συνουσίαν, and in N. T. Mk. 6:3, 

                                                      
16

  Sproul, R. C. (1992). Essential truths of the Christian faith. Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House. 



The Doctrine of the Trinity  Is Jesus one with God or is He “a god”? 

14 

 

Mt. 13:56, Mk. 9:19, Gal. 1:18, 2 John 12. This preposition implies intercourse and therefore separate 

personality. As Chrysostom says: “Not in God but with God, as person with person, eternally”. 

“(3) The Word is distinguishable from God and yet Θεὸς ἧν ὁ λόγος, the Word was God, of Divine 

nature; not “a God,” which to a Jewish ear would have been abominable; nor yet identical with all that 

can be called God, for then the article would have been inserted (cf. 1 John 3:4). “The Christian doctrine 

of the Trinity was perhaps before anything else an effort to express how Jesus Christ was God (Θεός) and 

yet in another sense was not God (ὁ θεός), that is to say, was not the whole Godhead.” Consult Du Bose’s 

Ecumenical Councils, p. 70–73. Luther says “the Word was God” is against Arius: “the Word was with 

God” against Sabellius.”
17

  

A Parting Word 

One of the things we know is that God is God and we are not. He is so far above us that we can only 

understand that which He gives to us – and that is often only partial. Fidelity to Him and to His word 

requires us to both “rightly handle the word of truth” (proper hermeneutics and exegesis) and to have a 

heart that seeks after Him. So much of what we believe by our old nature is twisted and partial. As we 

seek the Lord with our whole heart He reveals, primarily through His Word, both His plan (purpose) for 

our lives (Ephesians 2:10) and builds truth into our lives in such a way that we can walk out His purpose. 

This often requires dying to self (Galatians 2:20; 5:24) which includes our arrogance. God is always 

right! 

God bless you. 

Robert L Goldsby 
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